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-Their warning came just
eight weeks ajter reports of a
rare form of liver cancer
among longtime workers in
factories making polyvinyl
chloride, a plastic product
used for everything from
wrapping' meat to tubings in
hospitals to auto seat covers.
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. “Prevention of cancer in the
year 2,000 is the order of the
day in 1874,” they continued. -

Hammond is vice president
for epidemiology of the Amer-
ican Cancer Society; Selikoff,
professor of medicine at
Mount Sinai School of Medi-
cine in New York City.
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“There has been and contin-
ues 10 be no pretesung of ma-
terizis for cancer and. olaer se-
rious diseases,” the~xwo ex-
perts said “Examigaton is
for serviceability, . saieability,
utllity; whethercancer will re-
sult Is hardly considered, ex:
cept for radioactive devices.”

Hundreds of thousands of
factary workers are expased
1to these new chemicals. More-
lover, Hammond and Seiikoff
said, “A useful chemical or an
efficient plastic permeates a
nation, or uru. parts of the
world. There is literally no
place to hide.”

They declined. however, to
Warn consumers to stay away
frora producte containing the
plastic polyvinyl chloride.
“There is'no evidence that it
is a hazard." Selikoff said. al-
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centrai part of the chemcal
process industry
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He added that experts {n the
chemical {ndustry say that
cancer specialists should be
worried about “every” compo-
nent or plastic produ.cl on the
roarketplace.

So far, almost 1,000 chemi-
cals have been found to pro.
duce cancers in either hu
or aunimal tests,
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So far, resesrcners have
found 12 cases of angiosar-
coma, & rare cancer of the
liver, among polyvinyl chlo-
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“Thus new occupational can-!
cer promises to be an imupor-:
tant cause of death among wi-
eyl worzers,” Hammood and.
i Selifoif said. ;

in an efiort o0 cut workers'.
exposure to vinyl chlaride, the"
US. Labor Department’s Oc.!
cupational Safety and Heaith'
Administration todav said it!
would limit the allowable ex-|
posure level in factories to 50
parts per million. (Setikoff in-
dicated that he would prefer a
zerQ allywania av *a laeal )
elikoff was instrumenta,
jin showing that thousands of
men and women who work
with asbestos from 1930 to
1930 have died of capcers
jcsused by that chemical.
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ath, Selikof! and ’:hmmo:
Tecor thar 04

chemical thlt is 0 get wide
distribution be tested on ani-
mals for its cancer<ausiag ef-
fects.

There likely will be
much discussion concerning the issues
raised by Dr. William E. Morton's letter!
tnstances
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