
July 29, 1964

X

William Weingarten, M.D.
Nassau Smelting and Refining Company  
1 Nassau Place
Staten Island 7, New York (10307)  

Dear Doctor Weingarten;

I am sending herewith a further report of the findings obtained by the analysis  
of the urine and blood of Sixa (6) employees of Nassau Smelting and Refin ing Company.

As you will note* one member of this group,  
situation, from the aspect of the absorption of^H^^^fflWfflBuld

is now in a dangerous  
x y cuiu ou vSuid be removed from  

all further occupational exposure to lead until the concentration of lead in his  
blood shall have returned to the upper normal limits

I may not have discussed with you the problem, which at times is a troublesome  
one, of informing a man that he is to be transferred to a different job in order t o 
terminate his exposure to lead, at least temporarily. The ac tual change of employ­
ment, which, hopefully, can be affected without change of status or compensati on, is,  
of course, a responsibility of the management. However, the man should be informed  
of the nature of the situation by the physician, who can and should make clear to  
him that this is a procedure of preventive medicine, whereby he can avoid being  
subjected to the risk of becoming ill. We have never seen any ill effects from this  
procedure, even after it has been repeated on several occasions in the case of the  
same workman. Obviously, it is important that the situation which result s in
endangering a man (or men) should be corrected at the earliest possible time. Other­
wise, the frequent transfer of men from one job to another is likely to have a  
profound effbet upon the earn duct of the work and the morale of the workm en. There  
is also, of course, the further difficulty that in some types of indu strial operations  
there are few places to which a man can be transferred with safety and satisfaction .
An artifically created job^;which enables a man to be kept on the payroll, is no  
answer to this problem.

i

There is ode other feature of this (and other) reports, to which I should, perh aps,  
call your attention. You will note that the concentration of lead in the urine does  
not correspond, comparatively^with that in the blood. This is not aston ishing,  
actually, but it causes concern to some people. The fact is that the concentration  
of lead in the brine, from day to day and hour to hour̂ ,varies  appreciably with a  
number of factors, while that in the blood is stable, changing only gradually upward  
or downward, wifjh the overall level of the exposure of the individual to lead, and  
being, to a very large extent (since the blopd is one of the tissues) an indication  
of the general level of the lead content of the entire body. The urine, on the other  
hand .tends to reveal the current, daily level of absorption. On this basis, you see  
variability, but! you also see a generally high level of daily exposure to lead.
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William Weingarten, M.D, (2) - July 29, 1964

][ am off, after tomorrow, for a month’s vacation in the mountains in Montan a,  
and I shall not h© available until September second. However, any furt her analyses  
which you may require, can be carried out in my absence.

Cordially your®,

RAK:vr Robert A. Kehoe, M.D.

Enel.
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Submitted:
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Urine and Blood

7-13-6*1 by Dr, Robert A. Kehoe for Dr, tgn. Weingarten, Hassaa  Smelting arid  
Refining- Company# 1 Nassau Place, Staten Inland 1 9 Hew York 10307 '
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*0ne tube? both analyses run from same sample.

Inteypretation

The analytical findings, especially those In the blo od ofi  
that ho hit-'s  absorbed a datigerouo amount of lead, His occupati o!  
be terminated summarily, ■

ö-xp
croonstrate  

to lead should

are near the threshold of danger. Their occupationa l  
exposure cb lead should qql . reduced in intensity» or duration, by their transf er to Jobs  
involving less exposure to lead,or by shortening th eir v/ork-day or v/ork-ueek.

The three other non are in no danger at present,alth ough both blood and urine give
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KETTERING LABORATORY

COLLEGE OP MEDICINE. UNIVERSITY OP CINCINNATI

EDEN AVENUE, CINCINNATI. OHIO 45210

July 29 . 1964

9sss&tt Smelting m û Refining Co.  
1 liasse« Qiaos'
Staten Island 7. Ss*i Y o rk

At tn  î W i l l i a m  weingar ten .  lî.s.

iieiïsfc‘ars«saei'it of the Kettering iabor«tory for th e 
analyses of the urine and £lood of the following
üîæ>Ioyees for the determination of lead '

12 analyses at $12.50 each . . .  $150.00
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