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CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. J. M, Briley - Toledo Novemberx 29, 1965

F. H. Edwards - Toledo

ATTACHED REPORT

The report describes what little information we have about
Dr. Selikoff and several fairly recent statements by Dr. Kenneth Smith,
J-M Medical Director.

OQur present concern is to find some way of preventing Dr.
Selikoff from creating problems and affecting sales. A direct approach
might be more damaging than helpful and I am only suggesting that we
exploxe, at this time, all avenues open to us.

As 1 explain in the report, we know of no real evidence that
permits Dr. Selikoff to take this positive position and this point could
be used effectively in explaining our position to Mount Sinai Hospital
officials. This certainly would force Dr. Selikoff to produce what in-
formation he has.

Neither Dr. Bishop nor I would want to have an issue made of
our surprise and suspicions about Dr. Smith's statements. I mention

them only because they might be indicative of at least some of the
thinking in J-M.

F. H. Edwards

FHE:JS

G54



a.

RETYFED FACSIMIE

IRVING ], SELIKOFF, M.D.
=== Section of Eavironmenty] Health
The Mount Sinai Hospita]

New York, New York

According w0 M, Bigklcs, President of the Union, Dr. Selikoff conducted his siedy
without compensation, thys implying it was 3 humanitarian project,

To quote from the alk, "Take fibrous glass, for example, There is an appalling izck
of sound scientific dag on its effect on the lungs.*

Although Dr. Selikoff's prime @rget was asbestos, it Seemed evident that, sooner or

later, he would probebly condema fibroys glass. Consequently, Dr. Bishop and I hag
2 meeting with the medicg] cirectors of Johns-Manville and Pittsburgh Plate Glags ;o
deermine what action could be taken, No specific recommendations «Qme from (re
meeting, but I lsarned the following from Johns-Manville people who claimed 1o have

. invesdgated:

Dr, Selikoff, 45 immigrant, was por pproved o practice medicine in the
United States after pig fist application. He Was later accepted under 3 broad
reciprocal agreement with a foreign country,

<. He lost stature in the profession when he again supporiad 3 projest and arrivec

at medical conelusions that he data did aot justify.

d. His cumrent MR 10 get public and professional notice with attacks os
asbestos are considered to be typical.

He was the motivating force in OTganizing 2 world-wide Symposiunt in New York i-
October, 1964 on the subject, *The Biological Effects of Astestos, The conference
Was sponsored by the New York Academy of Scienca *

Qn the first moming of the ﬂzrcc days’ conference, he aftempted 0 release three press
stofies which implied thy the majority of the participating zuthorides had supported

his views ad condemned
02 215 035z



Wﬁam Bdout&enﬁduoouldbetdmed. Ihcconfmccedopceda
mgoludoawwidodrawdummmuonmmwmofthewmhanthc
uﬁdumdwmnotwywsawwubumaum s

4.

He was successful in geiting his articls, "Asbestog Exposure a1d Nocplasia” published

in the Journal of the American Medical .

On the other hand, plysicians who claim to know him well are unusually criticat of
his medical ability and motives,

Dr. Selikoff's study of 632 insulation wotkers does not justify hig conclusion that
asbestos is 3 carcinogen, It is indiczrive perhaps, but far from conclusive. This was
bome out by the statements of many medic! authorines during the New Yorx
3ymposium.  Most of those men had studied the effects of 2sbestos exposure for veass.
yet they were reluctant ¢o identify asbestos as the culpnt.

To our knowledge, Dr. Selikoff has never conducted 2 scientific medical study of the
effects of exposure to glass fibers, As g result, a letter of the type writtea by him o
James Eawon (copy to you) is entirely unjustified. it js based upon conjecture and
opinion only with Dy, Heuper and Dr. Schepers providing (0 Dr. Selikoff says) anv

The folloewing comments zboyt satements in hig Jetter may be helpful:

a. We have animal studies (inhalztion, ingestion, cutancous) made by Dr. Letoy

U. Gardner (deceased), one-time Director and Research -Patholozisz' of Sara‘mc

Fourdation, as well g 4 medical investigation of 1400 of our Newark
employees, all of whom have worked for the eompany for 10 to 25 plus years,
Dr. Selikoff ssems o dismiss those studies for some reason - ote being,
pethiaps, that 09 injurious effects of Fiberglas have been demonstrated.

By condemning the use of fibrous glass a¢ a *parsiculase matter” and 2
“potentially significant health haz2rd®, he is assuming the position of arbiter of
health hazards and sandards for the country. The U.S. Public Realth Service
has not found it necessary w invoke any such restricton. Further, Dr. Selikor*
i saying in effect, °If [ belicve that a substance is injurious, it must noc be
Used industially even though [ have nothing conclusive on which to base my
opuion, *

02 215 Q559
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c. Dr.Scﬁknﬁ‘mfmtoﬁbmzhnina'M'Mmcc. I he h
uudmi;intbeﬁwnlmz.!wiswrongmmpmwmommm99% of air-
bome glacs fibers. Air sumpling surveys made by Notering Laboratory and
Aetng bave shown that lesy than <% of dir-bome glass fibers in our plants is
uader 10 microns is maximym dimeasion. It is generally agreed in the megica
profession that few particles over 1§ microns enter the lungs proper. Afier
scverdl years of study, Dr, Leroy U, Gardner coacluded that Fiberglas particles
are not inhalsble;

" d. Nove that Dr. Selikoff statss in the last sentence of the third paragraph of hig
letter, "These stheoretical considerations® which indicates he has nothing
Substantial upon which to hase hig ideas. Further, fhic has sclecied @ 20-year
period of longer in which 2 leng disease from glass dust exposure would
develop subjective or objective symptoms. In my opinion, he has selected 3
long period of dme mainly because he has not found any lung diseases that he
could anribute w glass dust. is true that poeumoconiosis takes years to
develop symptoms but NUMErous cases show up in a matter of 12 or more
years because of the unysual susceptbility of a gmal] group of people.

¢. . To our knowledge. Dr. Heuper has never published anything relating Fibergias
o lung cancer ¢r other lung discases, Incidentally, he was one of the few
Supporters of Selikoff at the New York ashestos meeting,

rcix.tfomdvplmi: resin was being stydied and published 2 number of articlcs
that implied that Fiberglas dust might be harmful. This is & long story.

£, Dr. Selikoff indicates that he it tempting o restrict (he yses of Fibergias.
I am sure that be has nothing consrete to show t Public Health officials.

Our own position is Jomewhat delicite and [ believe we should approach it cautiously.
It would be of interest to know to what extent Dr. Heuper and Dr. Schepers would
b&c&ﬁi&bmﬂnymlﬂmfmmthcwncc!od:.

Kealth, of Iohns-Manville .Company. We entered those meetings with the thought that
the fibrous glass business is 3 relaavely small part of J-M's tolal volume and for t5:s

02 215 0560
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