es will have both & écl.'ccriing

and ahatement progeme,

Last year- the city did take
an important step toward bol-
stering the enforcement ef-
fort, 1t hepan taking cascs to
Cammon Pleas iustead of M-
nicipal Court to pet stiffer
penaltics and increase
chances of compliance. So far,
the health department says
the new technigue is working
more cffectively.

Under the Madel Cities pro-
pram, the Health Department
also would use new $4400 pro-
table analyzers that will make
it possible for sanitarians to
defermine in minutes instead
of days whother a house con-
tains dangerous amounts of.
lead.

" The number of cascs report-
ed yearly generally has risen.
bt the increase may reflect '
more parental awarencss of
the problem than an acutal
increase i the number of
children paisomed-

Ten years apo, hespitals
recognized and treated only
the worst victims — children
with inflamed brains who of-

N, Phila. Chik‘ren |
or

.eat the paint,” Dr.. Tapper

7

Tob¥ Tesid

ten wound up retarded for
life. '

Those cascs are rarer to-
day, dactors contend. Now the
cases getting more attention
are childven who appear nor-
mal, but who recatly have a
dangerous amount of lead in
their systems.

Dr. Ted Tapper, a young
physician at the Southeast
Community Health Center, 900
South - st., estimated that a
fourth to & third of the chil-
dren he sees weekly show ex-
cess lead. N

Many are black, but doctors
contend they treat children of
all races end ethnic back-
grounds who eat paint chips. -

“No one knows why the kids

said. “Some people say it tas-
tes as good as roasted
peanuts. I think we could say

L ——

iing Exists Only-on-Paper

The treatment

shots — six to eight a
- for seven days. Event
this flushes the lead h

hild's system.

Unfortunately, many chil-
dren may return to the same
or a similarly contaminated
-house only to be poisoned
again.

3

at least it doesn’t taste had.”

i
Itildren will be tested for

fa »
rehad oisoning under & $610.~
000 e t Aolson on-

trol, pIUETAITN e

Afied by

tha City llealth Department
st the Model Cities Program.
Fhe program also calis for
nspdctiring of every dwelling
tn {he Madel Cities neighhor-
finnd for lead {paint hazacds,
rrioval of hizardous paint
“from at least 39 homes from
which childrenfhave heen hos-
pitalized and fome visits by
community hepith workers to
miomote an ayarencss of the
danpars of leajt poisnning,
Alsn, referfsl of childeen

with - dangerdus  hinod  Jead
Jevels to one of the three Model
Cltire Family [iealth Care Pro.
prame, monlforine af stores
that might 4~ selling Jead-
painted  toysd furniture and -
oth~t srticlrs; and intensive
community education, Includ-
fng grovp discussions and dis-
tribution of literaiore,
Mrs. Gollie Watenn, Model
Cities  adudinictraior,  taid
- thaneands of childien are zuls
, fering  firm poisaning  cone
teacted in hames hailt hefoe
1910,  Tead pnisoning  can
entiee {ireparakle hraln dam-
wpn, ehe eajd,

N39134

V'Cfmlro!le;l"ﬂy Tate |
1 tol,, thcm there jwas.

" nothing more that 1 could do.

Tate controls City Counc]l. I,
told them to go and sif on
Tate's doorstep until theyget:
the money for this.” N

In a 123 vote Thursday,

. *Council authorized the trins-

fer of $1.08 million from jthe-

' health and wellare depmrt-

ments {0 other city agenfies ;
to meet their paymlis, ‘
In additinn to the oﬂémﬂ'
$600,000 Health Departdents °
appraprition to {ight pad {
paint poisoning, the Welfare
Department would Have .
received $400.900 {a hire gddi- {
tional gang warkers. K
About 10,000 children jnay-;

¢ unknowingly he lead pdisons

victims, Jonathan Sioin, Jealy
. eounse| for the coalition] ex-*
s plained. e
Children- hotween the Jaces
of one and xix are mat pften -
the victims, bhecoingl pee
sorwfl when thev eat fralat
teat has chipoed away j(rom
wealle and window cills, :
Cruncil  Majority  ifader

Geosge X. Schwartz, wio ar-

pued for pascagr of the Jrans- }

fer W, said the cit gnti
. gann,am0 from  the  Tgderal ;

Government for a capaien

anainst jead poisaning in the

Madel Citire  Area, Which

envers North P phip.
Mode] Cilire includes Fhout ©

it of the recoenized load
falt,” fram Washingtonf ave.!

tn South Phitadelnhia t

Kensington section, an

tween the Delaware
and the Schuvikili,

- Aren Enlarged
Coalition members sayf the
area has expanded deeplinto
South Philadeiphia and adross
the Schuylkill inte West Fhila-
delphia. .

Health Department figures
indicate one of cvery three
children ftested fact veat in
the “lead Beit” — ahout 2{,000
o« have abnormni levels of
fead in their hinnd,

1 The cnalition, foemed tast
vear, lc cnmposed of the
Wel{are Rightx Orcanization,
Sierra Cluh. Black Panther
party, Citywide Tenants
Coumcif, Lawyers Cnmmittee
far Civil Rights, Spring Gar-
den Tenants Assaciation, Keae
singlon  Citizens Commiltee,
NORTH. Tenamt Couneil,
Nerth Thitadelnhia  Venant {
Unian. Fawer Kensingtan En-
virnnmental  Center, Narth.
wrst Tenant Organization and
Fairmount Tenanis Council.




LWUTED WAR

Aftis months bl vocal pro-
tests and adroi} behind-the-
scenes  lobbying cu.nmmtily

ment said  was
make a dent in the p

Continucd un Page 7, Col. 1
was to finance a program to
test poor children for lead,
conduct a house-to-house. sur-
vcy of dwellings and provide a

for r i i4
lend paint from lhe waorst ho-
mes.

No soaner was the money
authorized than jMayor James
H. J. Tate, angry because
Council had borrowed the
money from the police con- .
tingency fund,| froze the ap-

propriation and announced i.°
had no intentjon of spending °
i

Instead, the {smayor said the
city could ket the same
amount of fynds for a lead-
poisoning  cpntcal  program
through the Riodel Cities pro-
gram.

There was an important dis- .
tinction betwgen the two. The
council-apprdpriated  money
cotild have bpen used citywide
while the Mbdel Cities funds,

when they] finally came
through, only could be used in
the  Ride]  neighborhood,

whith generplly covers North-

Ceniral  Phlladelphia. About -

hialf the city
come from .

Angry ovdr the veto, tom-
munity grohips marched on
City tlall, d¢émanded meetings
with the mayor and waged an
unsuccessful] campaign (o got
Tate to chahge his mind. His
decision held, {

Notw, on the eve of anothcr
summer of jead-pnisoned chil-
dren, even the Modcl Cities
prograns isnt off the ground.

MANY PROJBLEMS

William Will, deputy Modcl
Cities administrator, said the
delay was gaused by a “se-
quence of problems,” These
included fing) approval by the
Federal government and City
Counci] and i change in civil
service regujations so Model
Cities residﬂ¥s could be hired

's reporied cases
here. '

for the progtam, as Federal
law requires.!

Will maintained these prob-
foms now have been solved.
Hle said signing of the $600,m00
contract with the hoalth de-
partment was “imninent.”

“1 dm't know where the
defay has come,” said Jona-

than Stein of Community Le-
el e oo *0 0ot § think if'e

froups § in convinc- ¢
ing City Counciljto appropri-
ate :he ssm.ooo

The — fraction of the

-\mcmm !hc ilc'\lﬂ\ Depart-

em.—

' Special
passéd by Congress in 197 to

)

Furds Idle

‘ombat Lead Pmsm In War on

obvious the Model Cities bu-
reaucracy did .mot work on
this too hard.”

Even when the program
gets going, it will be a smalt
drop in a big bucket. The
Health Department estimates

. at least $3.6 million a year is

needed for five years to bring
the “lead - poisoning problem
under control.

BEYOND SLUMS

One reason is because the |

problem is spreading beyond
‘slum areas. The department

figures about 480,000 bousing ;

units in Philadelphla were
-built before 1940 whep most
n.oanufacturers - “mak-
*ing lead-based interior paint.

“Qut of those, " say we've
probably 1emoyéd lead paint
from about 2700," added Ed-
ward Weiner, .ssistant chief
of the accident centrol umit.
*This givés you an idea of the
encrmny of the problem.”
legislation  was
givé cities more money for'
ledd-poisoning control. Con-

,gress authorized — but did not {

sappropriate — $16 million for
this year.

flowever, a Congressional
soirce said the administration
had “not even made a request
for an appropriation” and it
was doubtful if anything near
the $10 million will be appro-
priated this year.
FEW WEAPONS

Mcamwhile, this lcaves the
health department with few
weapons 1o fight the war.

Under a 1966 ordinance, the
department -has the power 1o
ovder any landlord or home
owner to remove lcad paint
from a dwelling where it de-
cides that a hazard exists.

But with jts limited budget.

i MAYOR TATE
. « . Hlocking funds?

ment because they are not
severe cases.

" Unlike New York and Chica-
go, Philadelphia does not yet
have a mass screening pro-
gram to go into the so-called
“lead belt” and tfake blood
samples from children. Nei-
ther does it have its own pro-
gram to remove lead paint
from houses when landlords
refuse or can't afford to do it.
Now the city contracts with
a private firm to remove lead
in the worst cases. Modcl Citi-

the department gencrally ins- .

pects only those house where
a child alrcady has been re-
ported poisoned.

“We just don't have the
resnurces {o really go out into
the comnumity and screer
children to find out if* thou
sands are heing chronicall)
poisoncd,” Weiner added.
LACK TREATMENT

Commiunity  leaders  lon
have charged that thousand
of small children ave poisone
every year, often resulting j
mental retardation [
Anunsss, hut never got trea

LeadPoiso

$600,000 ‘Frozen’
As Paint Fells

Slum € ﬁf"f{/

By JAM
. Wrhan Allnlu Writer
| A year after City Council
{ bowed to comnumity pressure
.and appropriated $600,000 for

a lmmcd ual ﬁs]gﬂw

h been spe

“First vetoed by the mayor
,and now bogged down in the
city’'s Model Cities prqgram,
the money has still notf come
through to combat *“thq silent
epidemic of the slums,’}as the
disease is called.

. hit 103

in
waiting rooms of i er-city
hospitals, where mothdrs com-
«fort their ailing childfen and
wait for their names tq be call-
cd, doctors are begigning to

(sce a familiar sign ¢f warm
* weather.
1t comes in the form of chil-

f dren — usually poor] children |
between the ages of] one and
three — who may lodk healthy

- at first glance, but who slowly

+ are being poisoned with lead.

' All winter, many Kave caten—|
lcad-based paint king off

I aging walls and winflowsills in

, slum bousing. The kad Is de-

‘ posited in the clgld's long

bones.

SOARS IN SUMMEP
Cases are repojted  year-
round, but thc nufber soars
in mc summet, Warm
weather activates the Jead, for
reasmns doctars dp not fully
understand, and dig-harges the
1 mincral inte a cljild’s blovd-

child listless, nm cous, micn-
tally retarded or)in exireme
cascs, -dead, ngl (y-nine chils .
dren have died and thousands
have been stricken in . Phila-
delphia alone li\e last 20
years.

A year ago thi:
munity groups |
<ity was about (o]
atiwck the discasq
first time,

h, com-
1d hope the
aggressi  °
here ¥




