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r{nally. with the switch on "dry ‘position she noticed the mtt began
to ‘smoke and Beftme extfemely hot after 10 minutes use, She then
unplugged the unit and called Gillette in Boston.  She was told to

"send the dtyet to the firm's office’ in Wisconsin whers it would be
repaired.” (Quotes indicate verbatism copy from report. ) In addition,
she was also told it vas doubtful ‘she could get her roney back”.
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A 30 yar old nl\ purchued‘ M Por Hen BD—S. . Slnco he was already
familiar vith*thc’ahodal ‘thtough- pﬂor use, he did.not bother to read the
instructions.. In.fact, he claimed that: h:ls dryer didn't have any
imtructionl vhen pm.'ehased

Aftm: 2 nout.hﬂ M m& ﬁdng :he-Stulh attachnant with thée dryer set

on "dry™, the a:t‘.achnent fell off and the hot grill of the blower touched
the skin on the back of his neck. He received lst degree burns (Hyperemic)
of the neck. Color photos (showing the burns and the dryer) were

attached to the file. i

During the follow~up investigation a second dryer was purchased to obtain

an instruction booklet. It was found by CPSC (?) that the grill rim is

metal with plastic cross bars. During use both rim and cross bars becanme .
hot enough to cause burns. -

G.E. Hairdryer
Denver, Colorado 1967

A 19 vear old female burned her wrist on the dryer hose. 3 days later she
sought medical attention as the burn became infected.
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Sunbean Hair&rﬁéfﬁ- Hb&él iD—3‘2??5%iﬁb1e'b5hnet tﬁpa
Scmerville, Massachusetts 1968

sustained 1lst and 2nd degree burns vhere the hose lay across her
am. Tke dryer wvas set on "high™, Normally, the subject turned
the setting down but this tinme fell asleep. The subject reported
the dryer had "been around for years™, ’

Universal Hairdryer -~ Handy Hammah ~ Deluxe Model UH2995DR
Boston, Massachusetts . 126§ ’

A 23 year old female fell asliep while drying her haic with hec
ara across the hose Jf a portable bairdryer. She noticed the 2nd

degree burn the next day. The dryer was set on "medim". The

luvestigator degeribed this subject as "having had cerebral palsy
since birth sith good adjustment. Better than average muscle control
a8 compared to a more severe cagse of cerebral palsy”. The report
claims this dryer 1s no longer made.

- - ; ~ -

Toiversal Hairdryer - Hand! Hamnah Deluxe - Serial #UH21950(3)
Holliston, H;asauhuaec:a 1969

A 28 year old female fell asleep watching televisfon while drying
ber kair, She Teceived 2nd degree burns on her leit hand where it
was in contact with the hose. She discovered the blister on her hand
the next morning._

The following conclusicn was made by the investigator. "Hazard - the
air does not geem to circulate well enough 1f the hose hangs freely,
80 the victim gen2rally supports the hose with her hand when drying
her hair", ’

Universal Handy Hannah Portable Electric Hair Dryer
Memphils, Tennessce 1973
A two year old boy grabbed the hot end of the dryer when the mother

set It down on 2 stool. He received 1st degree burns on the right
palm.
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"President Model" Capital Halr Dryats.of Chicago ~ SeriaY 73938

Wellington, Colorado -% August 1, 1971 -~

A 17 year old femala died of fright. and electric shock while under
the hair dryer. The death certificate (in the file) gave the
Icmedfate cause of death as pulmonary cdema, severe electrical shock
and fright. The case was originally located through a TV newscast.
In the subsequent investigation the all metal hair dryer was found
to be about 20 years old with a direct short on the “hot” position
of the 4§ position svitch. The dryer did not have a 3 prong plug.
The girl, with metal clips 1in her hair, was sitting in the door of
the bathroom. She had to lean ome arm on the lavarcry vhich had a
leaky fzucet. The girl was slso barefoot. When she touched the
lavatory ‘she rose screaming and then fell to the floor.

"Chic" -~ (see in text)
Belmont, Massachusgectts 1972

A seven year old girl used an electric hair dryer under the blankets

of her bed to provide extra wammth to alleviate her discomfort from
fever and chills, - The heat generated by using the hair dryer in an
enclosed, wunventilated space set fire to the bedding and her night-
goun. The victims suffered 2ad-and 3rd degi. @ burns on her arms, legs,
and trunk. The hair dryer was over 10 years old and had no thermostat.

The child's mother was one of the original organizers and active
participants in a newly established consumers’ group "Action for the
Prevention of Burm Injuries to Children". This report aiso was filed
under "Flammable Fabrics'. ’ '

The case teport alsc states, "The electric hair dryer which served as
the ignition source, was being used in a manner clearly not intended
by the manufacturer and, yet, in a manner which appears plausible to
the mind of a young child experiencing distress from an acute illness.
Clearly, products must be designed for safcty in all reasconably
anticipated uses.” The report then comments that a recent model of
"Chic” has precautionary labeling against using in a manner that
would bleck the air intake. Also, it 1s now thermostated. The follow-
ing cerment was then inserted fn the Teport, appareantly by the
investirator. "The safety mocifications and operating instructions
associated with the new hair dryer clearly revecal the deficiencies of
the older model involved in this case".

finve the hafrdryer buraed, enly the letters "Chic" were legible. This
may hove been a "Lady Schick" although the aext repore shows a di{ferent
variation of this name and may indicate therc is also a "Chie" dryer.
The rermirolopy used inm this =memo reflecis the usage in the reports.
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Lady Chic Hair Dryet (Lady Schick?) -+
Creensboro, North Carolina ~1973 -

A twelve year old boy used the dryer after a shampoo. He lay down
on a bed with the unit on and fell asleep. The bed consisted of a
heavy cotton mattress and polyester blanket. (Also cited as

flanmable fabric.) The dryer evidently overheated and shorted out
setting fire to the blanket. The fire melted the plastic from the

.case and the polyester blanket. . The boy received lst and 2nd degree

burns on his arms and trunk from the melted plastic.

Schick Hand Eair Dryer . ..o~
This was a short report.of a cg.i;elirhere a dryer was dropped in a
bathtub electrocuting the bather,. Ko date or location was noted.

- . .
. FER P

Veeco Dryer Model 7400 --?.? ;
Longview, Washingtom. 1972~ '~

This wae an incomplete report indicating the motor of the dryer
overheated damaging the dryer only. There was o personal injury.

Unknovn dryea .
McPherson, Kansas 1973.

A two year old girl was restless and wouldn't sleep. The mother
set a hair dryer on a table at the foot of the bed and directed
the air stream onto a mobile suspended over the zirl's head. The
girl was left alone for about 20 minutes. In the peantime the
dryer had fallen off the table onto the girl's legs. The heat
from the dryer bhad melted the fabric of the sleepwear which then
stuck to the legs. The girl received lst and 2nd degree burns on
the legs. The dryer was discarded and was not identified.

“"Soverign" dryer, Wm. Meyer Co.
Dowvnington, Pennsylvania 1972

A 25 year e¢ld female was assembling a pole type dryer when she
inadvertantly released a3 spring collapsing the pole unit. The
dryer fell apainst her forehexzd causing lzceraticus.
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Top-Pe:i: (Made in Jsgmm) .7
Kent, Washingten™ ~, 19727 S

A two year old g:ir; was injured whea she picked wp a hair dryer
left running'on a ¢hait by her brother. 'The child placed the
hot end iIn her mouth and received 2nd degree burns of the mouth.

. These burns will require plastic surgery. The report concludes

that these were probably electrical burns since the outer surface
of the dryer was cool cnough to touch. The heating elenments,
bowever, were near the edge and moisture from the mouth may have

' caused an electrical burn.

J. C. Pemney "Penncraft” Electric Hair' Dryer

¥emphis, Temnessea 1972 LT

An 18 month 01d boy was getting up from the floor to walk with his
mother.. His foot slipped on the hardwood floor and he fell agains<
2 hair dryer stored on the floor. BHe received lacerations of the
lower lip. - .

"Professicnal of ‘Bollywood” Dryer

" (oo location) 1973

A consumer complaint alleged that a dryer set on "medium heat™
exploded inside the case after two minutes operation. A replacement
dryer, also in.the "mediim heat” pogition, overheated within two
minutes, burned the hand of the user, dropped to the floor and
scorched a rug. There was no reported inmjury.

Eastern 600 Styler/Drye.: Model #D5501 - (Made 1in Japan)
(Hanufacturers name changed to Morton Springer Co.)
Penn Hills, Pennsylvania 1974 -

A 14 year-old female noticed sparks flying from the air outlet of
the dryer in a dark room. She claimed that the sparks singed her
hair.

Sun Model D-5501 Dryer (on dryer)

Hatashi Mist Styler/Dryer - 600 Watts - (Made in Japaa) (on box)
(note similarity with report 18)

Pertland, Oregon 1974 - "

A 10 year old girl noutliced flames coming from the dryer brush
attachient after the dryer was running for five minutes. She
obuerved that rhe hear ns coils were actual'y flamine and that the
flames had to be blown out after unplugging the dryer. She reported
singed hatr.
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Hair Drfefé :T )
6

Eas:em Persoml StylerlDryer for‘ﬁamen & Hm }bdel lo-sooz
~ (Made in Japan)

) Levittown, Pennsylvaniﬁ 1973 §""' T o

21.

22.

A tuelve year old girl burn: the fingers on her right hand when
the plastic case of the dryer became excessively hot and partially
melted. She also reported that she felt an electric shock.

GWE Dryer (Taiwan?) “ .
Ssukville, Wisconsin 1973 - -

-A 82 jéa?’ﬁid !éh;ié receivea'tﬁi'dryer ag a promotion, During

the second nse “the dryer flamed and hot plastic and solder fell
onto the user’s legs. She received lst degree burns of the back
and side of her legs. The dryer was unplugged and thrown outdoors
where It self~extinguished. Photos were included of the badly
buraed dryer. -

Worelco Mist Dry 750 Hodel HB7600

: Fayetteville, Arkausas

23.

24,

This report stated tha: 2 metal bar on the hair dryer ge:s hot
and burns your hand.

Clairol Air Brush Styling Dryer AB-1l

This brief report claimed the dryer gave electriec shocks.

Unspecified Dryer
A newspaper clipping from the Philadelphia Inquirer of March 5, 1974

contained a notice of the death by electrocution from an unspecified
hair dryer of a wother of 2 (Marie Zanand (7))
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