Cinnaminson asks
asbestos aid twesdym

WASHINGTON — Ropressutatives

of the Clanamineen Schee! District

yostarday urged o lpcul House Sub-

commitios for national leadership and

lndln ia the ashestes prebiem ns-
tonwide.

in sn unprecedenied appesrance,
atterneys, edministrstors and s schosl
hoard member from Ceausn-
ty's Cinnaminsen Schoo!l District
testified at the Oversight Hesring on
Asbestos Health Hazards to School
Children here.

New Jersey Rep. Edwin B. Forsy-
the (R-8th District) arrsnged for the
Cinnaminson representatives o par-
ticipate in the federal hearing. The
hearing was called by the Subcommit.
tee on Elementary, Secondary and

-‘Veeational Education of the Houae
Commitise on Education and Laber.

A five-page repert presented al the
hearing by Cianaminson Superintend-
ent Richard B. Helsman urged the
U.$. Congress ts improve communica-
u- on ashasties hatween federal and

tsts agencies; to develep lachasiegy
hr eliminating the ;ublo-. a@n.
asppropriate substantial funds
Cinnaminsen was the only school
district In the nation which participat-
od in the House hearings. Panels of
medics] experts from Mount Sinai
Schoal of Medicine in New York,
representatives of the U.S. Environ.
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the Environmental Defease Fund. and
executives from various asbestos
manufscturers such as Johns Man-
ville Corporation also testified.

‘‘We are confrented with contradic-
lory recommendations by various
state and federal ageucies,”” Helzman
toid the panel. *'For examgle. the EPA
recommaends complete removal of all
asbestos material as the only reliable
w3y to alleviate the problem at this

district has learned that nb«tos
materigl in same of the tuanels to the
C.S. Capitol has recently heen treated
with a sealant at the recommendation
of the architect of the Capitul after

of many ¢chool districts nationwide
that is plagued by asbestos that was
sprayed omo ceilings as a fire retard-
ant and acaustical barrier.

The Memorial and Rush schools

and the high schoal in Cinnaminson
have asbestos in their ceilings. State
health officials have urged the school
bosrd to tear down the ceilings in the
three duildings So far. two Memorial
Schoal classmoms have been cloved
because of the potential danger

Elsewhere in Burlington Councy.
the Neeta School in Medford Lakes,
and four Mount Laurel schools have
asbeston considered In pose potential
hazards The Neeta Schoal and the
Firat Raptist Church of Mount Hally
are awainng the reaults of stale tesis
to determine the intensity of their
ashestin contaminstivn

Exposure to asbestas, particulariv
for long perinds of time. can cause
lunw cancer amang students. (rachers
janitars, or churchgoers (Mten. the
affliction takes as many as 30 years (o

Asbestos Exempted

In the June 19, 1978 Federal Regisser,
the U.S. Emvironmental Prowction
Agancy (EPA) issued sn amendment to
its Asbestos Siandsrd which exempes
from contrel oll spray-on spplication
of meterisls in which ashestos fhere
are encapsulsied with & bituminous or
which sre not frisdie (easily crumbled)
sher drying. The Asbestos Standerd is
part of EPA’s Nationsl Emission Swuan-
dard for Hazardous Air Pollutants.

This exemption would exclude from
control such products as roofing com-
pounds, waterproofing of insulation
eaposed (0 the weather, automobrle
undercoatings and indusinial man-
tenance coatings.

In their propased amendments issued
on March 2. 1977, EPA considered
banning the spray-on application of
any material containing more thaa
one-percent  asbestos. This proposed
amendment would have been an expan-
sion of the control of spray-on appli-
cation asbestos products which ornige
nally refated anly ta the preventon of
visible emissions from the application
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manifest iteelf

While health experts in teh (Garden
State say removing asbestos ceilings
is the best precaution, apponents
claim asbestos contamination can be
sufficiently remedied by using a seal
ant on the ceiling at much less ex-

KRC Research Curp. o cores |
tuwn, which provided a sealan( for the
Capitol tunnet, savs it could end local

‘innanuason |
members are considering the sealant
alternatine hecause of the difference
in the coat (o the taxpaver.

A v al segmaent of aur communic
ty is pushing far immediate action.
siressing complete removal.,” Holz
man said 4l (he heanng. At the same

{Continved on Page 4, Cal. 1)

bles easily and is separsied into
discrest particles. (rom becoming an
sir-borne contaminant and g potential
health hazard.

NPCA filed comments on the pro-
posed amendments with EPA on May
1, 1977, sisting Lhat certain classes of
coatings, i.e. roof coatings, water-

prooling compounds. and industrial

maintenance systems which may con-
1ain ssbestos should not be subject to
these Siandards. Such coatings are not
s potential source of friable asbestos
because even if spray-appited ihey do
not constitute a major source of m-
hestos emissions.

The final amendments (o the As-
bestos Standard issued on June 19th
reflect industry’s positions and provide
‘lhe exclusion necessary (o continue
supplying these essential coatings.
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