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.“* We are writing to bring to your attention a commitment made Last year by the
West Virginia Deparment of Environmental Protection (DEP). In response to a report

| Hrepatad ug tha Emranmental Working Group, formar OE? Secretary Michael Calshan
mlBandaiJui.Sg - splontompen Sgritiies

eee atucion coset, C6 hat thould be llowed 13 local drniing
water supplies. |

We appreciate that the DEP agreed ta address the issues we raised but wa are
deeply concerned about what appear to be clear conicts of interest with top officials
EE or He is soe ant] Shara wi 3 root Si Tew eiated
pollution matters. Given the serioutness of this mattar to the health of West
Virginians, we urge you to take steps to eliminate even the suggestion of any conflict

oF interest in this process. We respoctfully raquestthatyou convene an independent
panel that reports directly to you to review the science issues we have raisad, and that
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Rs things stand today. the top two officials in your Department of
Environmental Protection wha are charged with protecting the public and environment
from TeRlon-related pollution, Acting DEP Chief Stephanie Timmermeyer. and Joseph
O5wley; DEPGeAeralCounsel, both worked for the law firm Spilman Thomas & Battle
and represented OuPont in negotiations with the DEP that established the process for
Setting safe mits of Cb in tap waters. Allyn Turner, director of the DEP division of

. Water Resources, was with the Spilman firm until 1998.

‘We understand chat both Timmermeyer and Oawley have agreed not.ta
participate in discussions or actions relevant £0 (8 and other Telion-related pcllution

 macears. While appropriate. this move wil not likely be suficient. oecause there are
Caually serious conficts of interest apparent on the Co Assessment of Tosicity Team! CENT charged wih catabibing the Senbg water uisarce et ©

is yois may be ware. MIF of the 10 voting members of the CATT are citer
employed by DuPont (2) or the chemical inddstry consulting Fem TERA (3). A sixth
voting member, the chair of the committee, Or. Dee Ann Staats. made a career as an
‘expert withess testifying against the concerns of communities fighting chemical and oil
cempany pollution prior to coming ta wark far the State of West Virginia. There are nc
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independent scientists on the CATT, no experts from public interest organizations, and
oe with pac exparite in Taal naaRAERt or pEGIBEIC emranmartal hadlin:

1t was not surprising then, that the CATT panel produced a C8 drinking water
guideline based on an axtrémeand highly selective review of the science. In the
Process, safety margins traditionally used to protect the public from drinking water
contaminants were. not apaied, the cxtrene penitence of (8 vas snared, and the
public and independent scientists had no input into the pibcess. If the same CATT
panel uses the same process to address the issues we. have raised. why should we
#xpact the answers to be different than they were the first time around?

Recent repants of DuPont's behaviar in Ohio illustrate precisely why industryscientists 30d consultants €3ANGE be. trusted with the health of the citizens, of West
Virginia. As reported fn Tne Morierta Times and Tha Columbus Post Dispatch. internalDufant docurtents snow that DUPGnT secrecy cested tap water tn Little Mocking. Ono
57% times between 1986 and 1989, and found te Teflon catalyst C8 in nal Lay watt,
The Company neglected to inform the water utility and the community of this
contamination far 18 years even as the companyhad repeated indications that thecontaminant presented serious heaith risks, "

“Consumers of Little Hocking water anly found out about the Contamination
when town officials petitioned the Stata of West Virginia to test for it, And.even then
DuPont did aot divulge thit it had found the Teflan-related pollutionin Littie Hocking
tap water as early as 1964.

This type of behavior simoly does not deserve tre public trust. With thase factsnow available, wa cannot help but wonder what sise DuPoqt knows abaut the hazardsof C8 that {€ is curraritly hiding from the public. It would be unfair and even naive tofet this company directly or indirectly influsnce the establishmant of drinking waterstandards for (8 when they demonstrated such unscrupulous and arrogant behavior. upon finding the chemicalin tap water In 1984.
Ca, 3 vital component of Teflon praduction, contaminates the entire humanpopulation. I is found in dolohins, Ash. cormorants and scores of other animals inevery corner of the globe. C8 is the most parsistent chemical ever made, and accordingKo mast scent ft has Inne suit In he anronment. This means that ail of1ever made will keep cycling through the environment and through peopl. - Literallyforever. *Given that C8 causes cancer, damages reproductive organs, 14 toxic to the.. immune system and produces a host of other adverse haaith eHeccs in people. snd- animals, it is no exaggeration to say That it is unprecedented in its combination ofsoxicity and persistence. C8 and other Taflon-related perfluorinated compounds.mayEr OU 10 be the most problematic class of chemicals ever khown to man.
“West Virginiaisthe first governmental entity ta set a standard of any kind for aperfluorinated compound. and for that the state 13 to be commended. Bot the WestVirginia standard will not be the Lase, and ic would be reqrettable ff the State's werkcame to be seen over time as tainted by industry influence.
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We veitarate our, request that as governor, you 3ssamhle an ‘independent panel

that reperts directly £0 you, deveid of any OuPort eiployeas, advisors. or consultants
event to review, the science issues we hava aiced, and that this new panel’

BO ree mambers with expersise in neonatal and pediatric toxicity and
Beomental health. Wewould be pleased to provide for your taview 3 List of
{ndependent scientists with expercise in these areas.

Sincerely, Sa lo

KennethA. Cook" : co
President
Environmental Working Graup.
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