"IN WASHINGTON

Martha Angle and
Robert Walters

PCB tale tells it ali

By Martha Angle and Robert Walters

WASHINGTON (NEA) - Bitter complaints about over-
2calous federal regulations have become a popular item
within the busincss community. But too often ignored are
the corporate excesses that require government control in
the public interest.

One current case in point involves thc Monsanto Co., &
SL. Loviz-based firm thot has embarked upm‘l”ﬂl\llﬂ)nll
lion-dollar propagunda cainpaign to counter *‘an irration-
s, anti<chemical mood (that) scems to be sweeping the
country.”

Monsanto has ﬂod reason to be concerned about that
purporied threal because it is one of the nation's largest
producers of indusirial chemicals. “Our industry, our
company, our jobs are at stake,” the company says in a
slick brochur

“The public is bcinp. fed a daily diet of bad chemical
news. In and On radio and
lclevilum claims l.hal booklgt “The mcuue canes
lhwh loudtlnd clear: w(‘h'mv:lls ll{l‘ da u M

e “nol wpoud governmen re on,” Mon-
santo warns: harmf e Is is only
one way Lhe government can cﬂpplz unr industry. Over-
regulation is just as serious s threa

n an efforl to influence public hl'ﬂﬁ‘ Monsanto has
launched a *‘Chemical Facts of program with a
budget of $1.2 million last vear and $4. l million this year.

That money will pay for television commercials with

emolional impact,” magazine ads aimed at “lhnu hl—
ieaders,” a doﬂnnmury lmwne. traveling exhibits ]
huge cadre of M npioy giving spe at
every level.””

But the rnhhdly blitz hn b-rtly mentioned polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCHs) — a highly toxic, extremely
persistent family of industrial chemlcah produced in this
country for many years exclmivelf nto.

THack in 1970, the late Rep. William F. Ryan, D-N.Y.,
citing early scicnlific warnings about PCB dangers to
hunans, called for strict federal controls. The indignant
comr ly assured mumit'nukmg voluniary
“to Inswre that (PCBs) p ibl
threet.”

By mid-1971, however, PCB leaks had produced ane of

the major chemical disssters of the past decade. Food’

oducts seized, conf! iscmd de-tmed or banned b
edera) officials b in 1970 -nd
197) included:

More than 400,000 !1‘! in Virginia lnd North Clrolinl.
250,000 pounds of turkey roll in South Carolina, 50,000

!ufheylm Minnesota, and 358, M chickenl n Mllm New
wauanmCud
Even after he wtd\'wreod damage became known,
Monsanto claimed it was being viclimized by “scare
tuctics, political charges and sensational headlines.” Last
autumn, hewcver, the company finally halted all PCB
prodlx'tlon and deribullm
Many of the cases In the early 19708 resuited (rom a
single major PCB spill, contaminating 32 million pounds of

fish mcal. But sul m less dramatic scepage into the
{:od chain makes 2 & continuing threat to public

An estimated 300,000 tons of PCBs have eacaped into the
cavironment dufinc the past 40 years. One anlmmemal
Protection A‘ﬂl’mEP lci:m.lll hu w-med of “'gross

murnlnadon globel ecosy:

PCBs unfortunately are nluble in the fatt 3
birds, lish animals - and humans. Recent EPA swveyx
have found yearly increases of PCB residues in human
adi tlissue.

“It was much more that we ori.glnnlly
an‘hl." confesses one Monsanto official in St.
M :bwldh-umd-dm!probhm-llme
Ilnrd-.-r and # little {aster.™

ny's new propeganda program virtually
u lhe contlnulng danger. Instead, Monsanto now is
eibuting esof & in which its board chairman

and presi en( JoM Henley, complains of “strict
regulatory lntupreullon' and “outbursts of emotional-
{am" In desling with chemicals.
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