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Mrs Carrie L. Hogue HEE~ | 9
10510 East Lynrose Street yjpﬁy»/
Temple City, California 91780

Dear Mrs. Hogue:

This is 1n response to. ycur letter of February 5, 1976, inquiring
about the-possibility of your father's cancer being caused by exposure
to emissions from the vinyl chloride plants in Painesville, Ohio. We
are truly sorry that both your father and his friend passed away as a
result of cancer.

From the history you communicated to us, it appears that there is
a possibility that your father's urogenital cancer, and your mother's
miscarriage, may have resulted from your father's extended exposure to
- the emissions of the vinyl chloride plants, though it is hard for us
to give you a definitive answer,
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Cirrently, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 1s involved
in a continuing effort to establish emission levels for vinyl chloride
and other ubiquitous pollutants which pose a threat to man and the
environment. Hopefully, through EPA's efforts, there will be a
substantial decrease in the number and severity of these harmful effects.
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I am sorry that we are unable to give you a concrete answer to
your question. Hopefully, you can understasd that we are unable to make
such judgements with so 1ittle information available.
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Again, we wish to express our regret over your father's death, If
1 can be of any further assistance to you in the future, please feel
free to contact me.

cc:

Sincerely yours,
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Ronald E. Engel, Ph.D,
NMrector
Health Effects Division
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FRud @ Elizapeth L. Anderson, Executive Divector
Carcinogen Assessaent Lroup
SUBJECT: Clarification of ¥inyl Lhlorige Item on the

In wiew of quy discussion this
Groug's current activitic

Bavid Hawkins, Assistant Adwisisirator
Gffice of Air and waste Hanagement

-

Jody Bernsigin, Assistani Adwinisirator
Gffice of General Counsel

carcinogen Assesssent broup Agenda
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inogen Aszsessment

vinyl chioride agenaa iton
The agency propossd amengwenis toe the viayl chlorige stasdargs in
whe Fe deral Heotster on Jdune £, 1377. The weitien responses Lo the
Tronasal are now aainn receives, apg the OFfice of Alr Qualiwy Filamsning
aig 5Lanﬂﬂf03 (UAGPS) has asked che (AL 1o review the cercinosgencsis
issues vaised py the rospondents. The schedule Jor i?;‘s an QSV%1$ u?
the responsas is currsatily peins worked out, out s preliwdaary mix
by personnel in GAUPS s that perbaps by January 1, ‘yi he *‘
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SUBJECT:  ORD Fresentation at Regional administrator's Meeting Aﬁ?(if
PEGH . Blizabeth L. Anderson, Executive Dirsctor
Carcinogen Assessuent Group  (RD~-6533)
s Michael L. 'mstracci, Director

Regional Services Staff (R-630Q)

Attached is the Coreinogen Assesswent (rous Susmary reguested
oy your October 12, 1577, newo. The additional infommation requestad
hy your CQetoher 20th remo follows:

1. MNMission:

The Cancer Assessrent Grour is & small groun of senior scientists,

with & liaison from The daticnal Cancer Institute, whose purpose is

to advise the Amindstrator and Agency gprogram officia 1” on the health
rigis associated with t? use of suspect carcinogens. The Car¢inogen
Assesgnent Croup provides sssessments on the oncogenic potential of
suspect agants as well as an estimate of the potential cancer risk,
should the agent go unregulated, The CAG also provides advice and

coirrent on proposed %Qenay regulations or quidelines which ssek to
reduce exposure Lo carcinogens.

2. Pogent Accomolishpents

{a) The CAG wag established in July, 1276 as 2 review croup for all
Agency decisions involving cancer risks. (i.e., Bater Cuality, Water
Supply, Alr, Pesticides, Radiastion and Toxics).

{b) Twenty-three (23) preliminary reports have been prepsred
on the potential catciﬁcg nicity of pesticides in the ﬂnVIronment, .
which provided the basis for the pesticides office to issue Many Rebuttable
Presumptions Against Registration (8FAR"s).
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(c} Fourteen (14) risk assessments were completed during FY ‘77.
Chemicals such as Dibromochloropropane, Kepone, Coke Oven emissions,
and Benzene were analyzed by the CAG. Many of these risk assessments have
provided the impetus for regulatory action; for others these assessments
have triggered the standard setting process.

(d} The CAG established close working relationships with The
Mational Cancer Institute (NCI), The National Center for Toxicological
Research (NWCTR), and the National Institute for Environmental Health
Sciences (NIEHS). These ties, as well as ties with major U.S. universities,
assure the Agency of input and review by many of the top cancer experts
in the country.

(e) As part of its assistance to the Pesticide Re-Registration
process, the CAG prepared a risk assessment on Chlordane/Heptachior
for use in the Agency's administrative concellation hearings. The CaG
risk assessment was considered a major part of the EPA's case during the
hearings. The CAG document was subsequently supgorted in a review by
the Mational Academy of Science.

(£) During FY '77, the CAG provided guidance and comment on several
proposed Agency standards and regulations 1nvolving carcinogenicity.
Specifically, the CAG reviewed and made recommendations on proposed
Pesticide Testing Protocols, Guidelines on Transuranium Elements,

Vinyl Chloride Standards, and the Drinking Water Standards for Haloforms.

{g) The CAG is currently participating in the Interagency Regulatory
Liaison Group a cooperative effort by Federal regulatory agencies to base
their regulations on some shared scientific principles. The CAG
representative has been asked to chair the Sub-Committes on Criteria
for Determining Carcinogenicity.

3. Regionally Related Projects:

(a) The CAG prepared a health risk assessment due to a Trichloro-
ethylene discharge for Region I.

(b) The CAG prepared a risk assessment and commented on a proposed
enforcement action resulting from Vinyl Chloride emissions from a
plant in Region IX.

(¢} The CAG analyzed data and reported on the potential health
risk involved form contamination of Philadelphia wastewater for Region
ITI.

(d) WNitrosamine alschalge levels were evaluated for their
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4. Biograpghical Sketch - Chairman, Carcinogen Assessment Group
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Roy E. Albert

Chairman, CAG _
Deputy Director, School of Envirommental Health
HYU Medical Center, NY University =~

¥M.D. form New York University College of Medicine
in 1546

Chief Health Advisor to the Administrator, EPA
July 1976 to present.

DAA for Health and Bcological Tffects, Office of Research
and Pevelopment, EPA -~ July 1975 to 1976

See attached Curricalum Vitae
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