March 24, 1944

-

Cemibain . II. Byram, M. C.,

Industerial Hypglene Branch,

Al Cepvice uommqnu,

Patierson Fleld, (nlo. Fefer to ASC 461

Degr Captaln Byram:

I am sending you herewlth copies of the reprints requested in
vour letter of March 6. .

There s one point to which I wish to call your attention.

Under ordinary or even approximatnly satisfactory conditlons

of handling leaded gasoline, it is not to be supposed that there
weuld be the slightest danger of the cccurence of tetraethyl

lead poisoning. For this resson your reference to uhese articles
as being concerned with "toxic effects of gasoline” may be in
error. I ralse the point since I should like to be certain that .
there is no nlsunderstanding on this matter. There ls danger

of exposure to tetrasethyl lead in the manufacture of this material
and of Bthyl Fluld vhich contains tetraethyl lead in high concen=-
tration. There 1s also & patential risk in introducing Ethyl
FPluid into gasoline or in any other operation in which concen-
treted Ethyl Fluid is handled. Also because of the owerstion of
a number of unusual factors, dangerous and even fatal exposure

to tetraethyl lead may be expericnced by men who enter tanks
which have been used for the storage of lecaded gascline over

scme considerable pericd of time. The only other situation in
which there is any risk from tetraethyl lead in handling gasoline,
1s that which may'be brought abcocut when gasoline 1s spilled

about in rather large quantities in an enclosed and inadequately
ventilated area in which the temperature ls somevhat elevated.
The latter is & new situation which has never been met with in
peace time and which arises only out of unususal circumstances
essociated with the handling of gasoline in war time. Informs-
tlicon on this aspect of the matter 1s to be made availilable

th;ough offliclal channels at an carly date. At present I prefer
nct to speak of 1t in detail wilthout cfflcial =sanction. In order
that you may be famlliar with the situsitlon that presents itself
in peace time, I am sending you two reprints in addition te those
_yox referred to,for your information.

Your question concerning cumene is well taken. It would be very
useful to have Iinformatlon on this material. Unfortunately, no
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sugh information is avallable. The compound has never been
SQuﬂieo caﬂefully, gnd as far as I have been able to establish,
o) a cmnclusion yet that 1t should be stiudied

compouna 1n relativ ly hign

tai'ﬂ OuhGI’ %
h .- you wmnticned,
a11 41?0?@& , eacf the name
of the: cmmvound i rest ibt&u. i am
hdme in cor“esnordence cr to ﬂefe” t
1t without specific ayutHordity. shiin “?i%hin & short
time some of the avaiiable 1nf e _0” w*l? ‘be released through
fficial chenpels if it has not already occurred.

n cqncerning

Véry truly yours,

HoberT A. Renos, M. Lo
RAX ef

Enec.
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