¥ebruary 27, 1947

Dr. $S. P. Miller,

Medicel Supervisor,

E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Co.,
0ld Hickory Plant,

Davidson County, Tenn.

Dear Dr. Miller:

We are sending you separately containers for the collection of
samples cf blood and urine on your patlent, You
vill find instructions accompanying the contalners, and these
should be folloved with meticulous care.

I am afraid I may have mlsled you somevwhat 1f I gave you the
impression th&t subjective sympioms are without value 1n the

early diagnosls of lead poisoning. As & matter cof fact a

detaliled end careful consideration of the onsei of symptoms, and

of their developmenti, is of the greatest consequence in the

individual case. ‘Yhe physical signs, as you know, &re not very
helpful in many instances. The presence of a lead line, when
éemonstrable, ls significant only in that it demonstratcs that
slgnificant exposure has occurred. Inasmuch as the symptoms are
usually gastro~enteric in character. the differentiel dlagnosis must
be made largely on the basls of the history rather than the results
- of physical exemins&tion. The presence of blood changss may be
significant, but the results have to pe quantitaiive and they must

be interpreted on the vasls of previous observaiions on the same
individual.

In this situation the anslytical results on blood or urine or
both preferably, are of great value,; since they enable cuc to
estimate the extent of exposure and to determine vhether 1t héas
been within safe or unsafe limits.

Inasmuch &s & conslderable amount of detaslled informeaticn 1s
necessary in order to deal adequaetely with thils problem in an
industrial plant, I am sending you hercwith a beoklet, which,

in my opinion, is the best Information available on this entire
problem. I think the study of this work will give you the back-
ground on which any advice of mine would inevitably be based.
After vwe have analysed sanples of the blood and urine of this man,
I shall be better prepared to give you specific advice in his case.

Very truly yours,

Tobert &. Rehoe, M. D.
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