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New plan
is outlined
for asbestos

Gaanett News Service

NEW YORK ~ The Eavironmes-
tal Protectioa Agency will recom-
mend next month that school
disrncta (aced with potential prob-
jomas with ashaxios 1a their buildings

pregram nstead.
The EPA also s planming to dis-
credit the Kind of test for airborne

Marcus Kants, coordinator of the
EPA's program to set national
emission standards for hazardous
atr pollutants. told the Poughkeep-
sie (N.Y.) Journal Wednesday that
schaool districts sationwide sooe will
be told to ignore those lLimuts
bacause they spply only to indur
tral conditions.

Aabestos 18 3 carcinogen that can
cause lung disesse or several types
of cancer when inhaled or ingested.
ing matsnal

and early 1976s a8 a fireproofing,
scousUc and tnsuiating agent.

Thoussnds of public facilities
across the aation are bdelieved to
contawn asbestos matenals.

Several school districts have
determined thet their conditions
were safe. based on ambent ar
tests conducted by @ New Jersey
{irm that relied on OSHA standards
in it assessment. In this test, air-
borne asbestos 1s measurced In an
area yung & vacuwm pump and fil.
tar over a spacific perod of time.

Last month. howsver, Marue Rut.

Ceutinoct ea Page §—Cal. |

Asbestos
program

outlined

Contienyd frum Puge One

stein, chairman of the geology
depariment at the New Yerk State
University Chliege » New Paltz,
challenged the firm's findings based
on his own lests wamg a-different
method

His findiags initially were critic.
1zed by the scheol superintendent
there. but he succeaded in convinc.
ing the board of education that.con-
ditions posed a potentisl health
threat to Ntudents and stall. The
board since has voted to repair the
ceihings  Prelummary cost esti.
mates have rum as hgh as
$100.000

Kantz waid Rutsteirs's so~called
“bulk” method of testing, 1a which
samples are Laken {rom & potential
asbestos source end examuned
micrascopically, should be used
rather than the amixent dir test
methade.

In explaining the EPA's dismuissal
of s:r tasting methods and the QSHA
standards. he said, "It would be
more useful for school doards to
1gnore these standards siace there
are 30 many uncertainties sur-
rounding asbestos.

"We're not dealing with gray
areas here — these are dlack areas
of understanding. The simpie (act s
that asbestos s a carcinoges. and
there are 00  knows safe
Jevels. Unnecestary exposure
should be eliminated while neces.
sary exposure should be mum-
mized.”

He said that the only "necessary’
exposure would de in places where
school distnets are too poor to
underwrite the cost of remedial
measures

Solutioas  for districts  facing
430esi0s problems will not decheap
Kantz >a1d. adding that the EPA
regards  <ealing of damages
Jasbestos surfaces or unstailing drop
cerlings beneath such surfaces a»
only « temporary solstion Ul
metuly, removal may well by ealled
foe.” he sawd
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