FILE NAME: National Safety Council (NSC)

DATE: 1934 Oct

DOC#: NSC186

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Transactions of the NSC - 23rd Annual Safety
Congress - Presentation - Fire Prevention



30 Troeenty-third cAnnnal Safety Congress—National Safetv Council

large groups of workers by discovering carly not only occupational discases, but
many other conditions that go undiscovered until the worker is acutely il or be-
comes disabled.  [f the vartous contagious cenditions go unrecownized others be-
come infected, thereby causing serious cconomic loss, as well as endangering the
health of a group of individnals,

The information obtained from physical examinations affords the medical super-
visor the opportunity to make certain that emplovees are engaged in saitable work
out of which thev are getting maximum results, to correct the effects of undue ex-
posure to harmiul environmemtal conditions, and  generadls 1o fessen all oceupa-
tiemal hazards, i @ public health measure, it 15 impossible Lo over-estimate the
vilue of periodic examinations in establishing interest in sickness prevention,

The set-up of a proper program for medical control ol workers exposed to dust
depends upon the number of employees involved and individual plant  conditions.
A series of articles under the title of “The Medical Department Manual” hy Dr.
Hart F. Fisher, appearing m current numibers of “Todustrial Medicine,” gives a com-
prehensive account of the organization and operation of a medical department.

1. The establishment of a medical department with adequate facilitics and med-
ical personnel who have gquatified i the field of industrial medicine. .\ process
analvsis of all operations in the plant should he made and the medical supervisor
should list all possible health hazards and familiarize himsell with their physio-
logical ceffects. T necessavy, hie should conduct vesearch studies to determine the
harmful effects of new substances introduced inte plant processes about which little
is known., In cooperation with other departments, he should investicate the extent
al the hazards and devise measures of control,

2. The routine examination of all applicants 7or emplovment.  The procedure
should nctide o detatted history or the applicant’s previous ilnesses and accidents
classitiedd amder o diseases of childhood, by ceneral infections  diseases,  (¢)
respiratory dhiscases, () venereal diseases, and e accidents and resulting physical
defeets. A detiled aistory of previous ocenpations eneaged i is very important.
A mere statement of the tvpe of indoustry mowhich the apphieant was encaged has
shieht value, 7 anv.  Fhe exact duaties performed an cach occupatiom <honld he
noted and information ascertained ax 1o the probable teneth of exposure to hazard-
ous substances.  Adter the history, has Leen taken and a photograph for identifica-
tion purposes (i part of routine) s made, the applicant <houald he directed ta the
examiming room where he i~ imstructed to remove s clothing Yor physical exam-
ination.  This examination <hould he made as complete as s considered necessary
to determine the applicant’s physical conditiom,

If the applicant has been or will be exposed to dosts which mduce Ting dis-
ases, an N-ray picture of the chest s an dmportant part of the examination.  This
part of the examinatien mav he referred to an experienced  roenteenclogist, as
the value of this method of dingnosis depends unon the type of pictures taken and
the experience of the reader whao internrets them, The examining physician alse
may  need  additional  intormation obtianed by Inboratory analvses of  the blood,
soutum, and the arine. These aids 1o dinenosis <hould he provided or made avail
ahle when desirahle.

3 The rating and placement of applicants. Tn ecooperation with the personnel
department, the applicant shonld he rated and placed, not only on his training and
past experiences, hut atso on his physical and mental ahilities to G611 vacancies ocenr-
ring from time to time. The records ol his phyvsical and mental examiation shouald
be the confidential pronerty of the medical department.

4. Periodical physical examinations.  The irequency of periodical  examinations
necessarity must depend  upon individual cirenmistances according to the need for
~such examinations as determined by the supervising phvsician. Where phvsical
examinations are made for the first time, the cmplovees of tong standine should be
atven ample explanation of the henetits of such examinations and he eiven assur-
ances that their jobs are seenre.

5. Provision for the disahled.  Fmplovees who develop disabitities during the
course of emplovment should be re-assiened to occupations which will not interferc
with or aggravate the disability, or they should be provided for in other ways.
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TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL SALETY CONGRESS
NATION AL SAFETY CcOUNCIL

Fire Prevention

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
October 4, 1934

The Fire Prevention Session convencd in the Statler Hotel with Chairman
Harold L. Miner, Mauacer, Safcty and Fire Protection Division, o Lo dulb?ont de
Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Dlelaware, presiding,  Aftee bricflv weleamine  the
delegates. Chairman Miner introduced  the first speaker.

How Home Fires Are Caused
By R. B. CRISWELL

Ohio Inspection Bureau, Columbus, Ohio

Speaking extemporancously, Mr. Criswell zave a demonstration of the sdeviees
cmployed and the arcuments advanced by himseli and other memhers of the Ohio
[nspection Bureau in bringine to the attention of school children the serions Tazards
of flammable substances in the homes.  Tlis object was to inform sadety engineers
and perhaps others in his audience who mieht be interested in becoming sinety
speakers, how to wse stple devices in convincing  the school childven ot the
neeessity for caution to avoid fires and explosions.  Lach device and method was
outlined briefly, but with striking detail. some of the demonstrations heing as
lollows:

A match, still blazing, was thrown carclessly fnto a small waste Dasket, as so
many persons still continue to do, and the waste paper immediately Hared into a
{l:lllﬂcruus blaze. With a short talk about the forest ranzers and their witehiulness
in putting out smoldering camp fires in the North Woods, he nest carveratly hroke @t
match to make sure the matelt had gone out completely betore e tossed ot aside
Said he, “Chaperone your matches: they shouldn't go out alone.”

A small doll house, wired in similar fashion to a comfortable home. was ex-
hibitel, and after an explanation outlining  the many  licht and fangp fixtores
coupled with electrical devices. which might be loaded onto the cleetric circuit in
any home, the speaker attached these devices one after another until the fuse Dlew
out; then he used a copper penny to plug the circuit untit a fire developed n the
attic of the doll house.

Stf«'mgely enough, an ordinary fish bowl, with the goldfish swinming aboat, if
L'XD‘OSed. i a sunny nook of the living room, with a flimsy curtain o the right spot
beside it, or even a flammable ruz underneath, can cause a disastrous tire,  The
circular fish bow!l and the water act as a lens to concentrate the swr's vavs.  This
has happened repeatedly, said the speaker.

A pretty little doll,” made of pyroxylin, or some other flanmnable material, has
often become ignited in the hand of a child and has burned the child severely hefore
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