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April 1%, 19541

r. ilarry Kaley

mthyl Gaacline Corporation v

Crhirysler Bulliding .
new fork Clty .
New Yurk B

Dear Xr. Xaley: L

"o doubt you are gware sf the
situatim presented by the formativn of large guantities
of lead deposits lo gasoline supplied to Pan American
Alrways by the rexas Companye The datalls of tibe
matter are prasenied 1n igtters fron Hr, Hdosaer and
from lir. Lewis, dated March 27th and April 3rd v&spoctive-
Lye 1 heve in sddl iuu s brlef memoranlum supplied by
Ure. Kitzmiller and giving the facts as to the medlenl
situation in much the samwe fashlin as they are Out-
lined in ¥r. Hosser's letier to ir. Lewils,

Vie do nob entlelpate any
speclel difftculties amovg the pars.nuel employed
in the repalr of drums in Miami, but we will Xseo
1 touch with this matter and do shatever may bLe
required, 1t seems, houever, that ths s:tcty problam
has not necessarlily been dispused of completely, and 1
fesl that there ere certein matiers which misht well be
actended to for the preventliin of any further d4ifficulw
tieas. Accordingly I thought 1t Lest to address you on
the subject,

Pirst there is the probleom at
Port Arthur where the gasollne was produced, and whers
shipping records will presumebly ke avelleble to show
where the gesoline hss gone. I belleve a thorough-
golng investigatican should be made at Port Arthur, and
that all information which can be obtaluned should ce a0
obtained, e should do our best Lo assist Pan Amorican
in the tracing of thls pgasvline, to elimina o 1t from
the fleld snd to soe that the drums w=ileh have been used
be returned teo Pan American as orompﬁly es 1t 1s fessivle,
Thoere will also be the problem uf cleasning LHhess Rrﬂms at
Porg Arthur, and we should satlsfy ourselves that the means
employed for thls purpouse are safeo,.
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t appears that there may not be
much in the way of clesaning of tanks in South America,
and with the abandonment of the tank at Antilla in
Cuba, it seems that this tank will not have to be cleaned.
On the other hand I think we should check carefully into
this whole question of the location of any tanks which may
have to be cleaned so as to give every possible assistance,
and so as not to let thils matter die until 1t i3 cleuired up.
I should also consasider it deairsble for Roberts in South
America to know &3 much sbout this whole matler as 13
possible, Therefore any information which can be obtained %8
to the location and cleaning of any tanks on the eastern
coaat of South Amerioca, or elsewhere in South America, could
be reported to me and forwarded by me to Roberts with a
recital of the whole story. Pan Amerlcan is a very good
organization in South “merica and they could undoubtedly
handle ths matter with very little aasistance from us.
On the other hand certaln things have a way of happenlng
in Scuth America, and it would be most unfortunate if
there were any difficulties over this problem which
could be avoided through the supervisory efforts of roberts.
¥r. Rosser has done & very good Job in keeping in touch
with this problem, and his contacta with Pan American
officials in Miaml have been very satisfactory. It might
be desirable for him to continue his efforts and to keep
in close touch with everything that hapnens, and to find
out everything that can be learned., IHowever I leave that
matter in your hands but with the feeling that no stcne
should bes lsft unturned, since the handling of those de-
poaits 1s an obviously dangerous mattor.

Incidentally our analysis of a
chamois used for the filtraticn of gasolline at Antllla
showed the presence of 0.0l grums of deposits. These
deposits contalned 6.7 per cent of organic lead. 4
sample of gasolline containing deposits was filtered,
yielding 5¢%5 grams of deposit which gave up .9% per cent
of organic lead on steam distillation.

From such informaticn as we gan
obtoin, it seems qulte certain that these deposits were
not the result of the presence of lecithin, and 1t 1s also
reasonably certain that they did not reasult from the
pregence of alkylate in the gaascline. Therefore 1t seems
that some unusual inhibitor was used which resultaiin this
preciplitation of lead. Thias may be a dark secret to be
care fully guarded by the Texas Company but, on the cther
hand, it seems to me a very lmportant matter and, therefore,
I would suggest the advisabllity of some diacussion of this
matter with the executives in Wew York with the ldea of
establ!shing the facts, 1f possible, chiefly for the purpose
of preventing further difficulties of thls same character.
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If thia type cf thing were to happen in any extenalive
way, it wculd be a very sericus matter indesd, snd 1t
is hard to know just what we could do about it. Accord-
ingly I doubt if thils should be regarded as an lsolated
inatance, and I certainly th'nk we should attsmpt to
learn the truth of the matter though every pcssibdle
avenue.

I will kesp you Iin touch with
any further developmenta at thls end, and if there is
anything further which I ocan do, do not hesitate to
call upen me. I shall awalt further information, however,
before transmitting this story to Lester Roberts.

Very truly yours,

RAM:Lls Robert a. Hehoe, .D.
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