Mey 4, 1982

T0: Officiad Menmders
LIA Environmental Haalth Committee
LIA Energy Committes

FROM: Rosalind A, Volpe
Rasesrch Associate,
Enbironmantsl Health

SUBJECT: XPA's Public Hearinpgs on Lead in Gasoline

The Enviroumental Protection Agency's Public Besarings concerning lLead in
Gasoitine were held on April 15 and 16 at the Eyatt Arlington in Washington
D.C. The {ssues considared at the hearings were: the overall standard,
its environmental impacts, the health effects, the need for smsll refinery
sxemptions, for regulstion of imported gasoline, the appropriate treatment
of blemders, and the cost implications of the program. -

Eighty-seven people testified at the bearings which lasted umtil 7:30 p.m.
Friday evening. Several major oil companies snd independent refiners said
that the currend standards which limit lead 4{n gas to .3 grams per gallon
(.58/g) should be lsft intact. Some of the msjor compsndss, howsver,
called for atlleast soms relaxation of the standard to save money and eil.
All the major refinsrs agresad that vhatgver lead lizits were impossd should
apply to all eompanies. Mr. Starnfels who represented Xational Petrolewm
Refinars Association end imericsn Peatrolemm Instituts favored rescission,
but acknovledged it san extrems remedy given ths curreat political situatioe
and strong political sensitizity of the proceedings. The ddad antiknock
producers, the lLead Industries Association and some small refiners asked
for totsl rescissiou of the standard.

anti~lsad activists such as Dr. €. Piomslld and Dr. Nesdleman, as well as
representatives from the Environmental Defense fund, Consumers Uanion, and
the Katural Resources Defense Council stated that stringant limits on lsad
in gasocline must be tetained.

The lLead Industriss Associatiov presentsd six vitnesses, Dr. J. 7. Cole,
Dx. C. W. Dr. E&C.b.. Dx. P. m. br. P. M. and Mx., J.

Chisolm. Dr. Cole statad that rescission of the limitations will rasult
texporarily in s slight incresss in lead co-centration in the smbient air
which 711l then continus to decline as the natural phasedown continues.

Analye.. ; 68 projected lead levels by E. I. duPdont de Nemours Company 4in-~
dicaga ‘at that the incrementsl air lead incresse vwill be less than 0.5
ug/m” " 2ll ragions impacted by mobile source eumissions snd only one Air
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Quality Control Region will potentially exceed the air lead standard by a
small margin in 1983 due to motor vehicls activity i{f the phhsedown is re-
scinded on October 1, 1982, but even that region would dbe in coaplisnce in
1983.

The LIA witnesses presented testimony noting that a) the smssll incresse in |
air lead levlies wogld result in ingigni{ficant increased absorption of lead
) this indrease vill result in 2o adverse health effects and ¢) that thers
is no evidence of adverse health effects at low dlood lead lemels. The six
LIA witnesses spoke to the health impact of a .503/13 air lead increasas,
stating that it would have minimal impact on the blood concentration of e¢h
children.

Copies of the LIA Testimony and that of its vitnesses are abailable on re-
quest. -

Sincerely,

Rosalind ¥olpe
Research Associate,
Environmental Bealth

mad

LIaga

r

(3N
fa)

DS
E g. bt
-~ e .



