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. By BOYCE RENSEERGER
. A team of cancer researchers
Yeported yesterday that -asbhes-
tos, already ‘.implicated -as-.a
 cous of dung cancer o work
. 3 to .the
‘material, =+ might ~ -also ;" ‘have
caused -a thre-fold increase in
the incidence of .cancer of the
stomach, colon ang rectum_.in
: the same workers, 32 37 4.
}  The finding, which the udm-
 Asts said confirmed 2 long-held
Fsuspicion, Taises the’ possibility
that the jow “levels of .air-
b borne asbestos particles known
4o exist in wrban air may .in-
crease the risk of cancer among
.the public at large. £gs (tamy”
P “The researchers also sild that
>their findings might .lead ~to-a
[ better understanding .of gastro-
Jntestinal cancer,-the causes of
“which .are not kmown. %™
- The " -glve'n 4B
" Lyon, France, ]aefore the Inter-
national Agency for Research
on Cancer, an arm - of the
' World Health Organization,
;‘Dr. Irving .J. Selikoff of the
i Mount Sinai .School of Medi-
 ¢ine¢ and Dr. E. Cuyler Ham-
-mond and Herbert Seidman of
the American -Cancer Society’s
¥ Environmental Cancer Re-
-gearch Project.’ . )
[_ The findings are based o0
- study ~of 632 members .of
the New York and New Jersey
‘branches - of-“the insilation
kworkers’ mion - who - worked|
with various forms of asbe:tos,
pm widely used ﬁreproof m

' tenll. PR X ‘ et vy

t From 1943, whm 'the

: ‘unti] the end of 3971,

-the researchers monitored “the

s health and causes-of death of
- the workers. Several years ago

. Dr. Selikoff and Dr, Hammond
'cxlculated that - insulation

grmmd 3
borne asbestos fibers, PR
itAt -that “time - thers rwas
suggestion ‘that othértypes bl
cancer - might - also be-.‘m_ 3
common, :but ‘ot until! now;
the ~scientists : said, s 'wu-theu
sufficient statistica) ,cvndence 1w
confirm the suspiclon

‘However, " now.« that’ *,more
.|time has- elapsed since -the :1ai
tial -exposure -to .asbestos, .the
resexrchers found that-41 works}
ers-had died of cancer of ‘the }
stomach,, :colon * wor .rectrm-
about three times ‘the number
that would have been
under normal circumstances, 3

; Amopg “the same . number mf}
mennna similar age group Totd
unusually exposed 10 A50es0b.3
glt:ly a25 shouid"haveud:ed o
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“Earlier " studies hmhown

¥|lodged and ﬂoat mtothe.i’t F

In urban .areas it has desn
skown' that another. ignificant
source of zirborne asbestos ids
the wearing away of -asbéstos(
brake linings ~ in automobiies}
and trucks. The act of applying
the brakes in’ such vehicles

to ‘such air"has-showp it
parncles often Jodge In

sue “and, apparently, j
embedded :for .long penods -of
t.‘me" R . ot A

REES
- [N )

exposlre among World, War Ili

workers .were _dying “of lung
cancer about eight ~timéy ‘as

NV, Tiames

Ocronec S,

shipbuiiders. He Warneq thal
such persons should .be awzrt
f -their increased risk of . can
and should get more fred
uent check-ups -so that ‘the

tan be dxagfxosﬁd__when
is mpre-treatable; Yl

H?z



