FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1973 Nov 25

DOC#: NMAOS8O

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: NYT - Conferees Study Asbestos Hazard



Mev: 25,1973

NYT

" ENREESSTOY
ISASTSHAZAR

125 From 13 Countries Fing
That Lethal Minera! Is
Present Everywhere

By JANE E. sroDY
B00clal 19 The Xew Vork Tuses
DURHAM, N.C.~More thun
135 sclontlgls from 13 o
tries gatherod hove in the midst
g the Mte hﬁounuy fast mk
with an .
lic ﬁ% Mu:um sk
does the general public facs
(m (n:‘mh& of labund tas,
a of & thousand uses
whose potentially lethal fibers
pervade o humen onviron-
nen
In three days of intense dis-
cussion and ‘debats, no finat
conclusions were raached, x
ngs s peabapa sy -
WY presen
dr‘n’&s of asyel unanswered
wers raisod.
Only twu facts went unchl-

The conference, called lar the
Nutional Institute of Environ.
Famind g Sy
rony oly by SCov-
f earlfer t’ﬂn %ur that the
dgnldn water of Dyluth, Mina,,
sud o citios on Lake Su.
perior was heavlly contaminated|
with asbestos, the ree
aut of pollution
company that has dump-

i ,000 tons of rocky waste
) h:fo the Iake cach d:l;'yfor L7
years,

The Government is soeking to
. end the dumplog of these as-

. shauld it do about the sountless
© nthar soueces of asbestos con-
tamination?

“Ashestos represeurs a clas-
F1%4 tliat our ]
{nd »duy will face over
and aver )’ rema Dr.
David Rall, director of the Na-
tional lnstitute. “It's & vital
l\lblulﬁl’ 80 we can't ban jt,
but there's » growing concern
about its possidle ith ¢f.
fects."

And since the heaith etects:

-

of ashestos often do not show!
up untll 20 15 30 yeers aftor|
inltal exposure, “evon if we'

stop all agbastos exposure to-

, we will continus to see
evidence of disease swell inl!
tho next century,” zaid Dr, Rob.

Burrell, s microblologist at,
'\yut Virginia University,

Virwally ali the relfable
mmuhnylbou

discase a3-

m a‘od:zs are ln{
1

popldutndlon lode 'Im 'm'l

cer g , an ine

curahle umdt‘)ﬁut affacts the

' Ening of the ehost or ubdomon,
Recentiy Dr, Irving J. Seli.
koff, who directs o “Fedorally

p
santer af Mount Sinal Medica)
Canter, reported that asbestasy!
Yk of dovetoging o Mcreasod
[{ ! cancer
mtrohmuml“ L

trac

An estimated 100,000 new|
cases of Pmmmum cancar
will b it the United|
States ulyw. and althoughi
‘ic ls un‘nln 9n's most wmm\’
of interual cancor, its!

cmo remmaing ynknown,

A big guestion explored af
lust wl:nhgn mee was how|

' inbaled asbastny ﬁ‘m damage

the digestive tract, Dr, Sidney
Laskin of New York Usiversity
noled that 23 1o 30 per cent
of inhaled particles wore |

lo be coughod up and then!
swallowsd, ! i

1
Iotonsive studies of the of-
focts of agbestos consumption|
on s veriely of experimen(ali
animals are Just gatiing undor
way. i‘u} preliminary m:m;!
resonted (o thy mep) .
guu that u‘ohﬁbmfskgineral
can pask thruugh the wall of
the smsll intestine, got Inte the
la and Jymph mtom[
and betome wm ladributeq:
titroughout, Lhe body vrgans, ln.!
cludlni the brain.
Dr, llhlo" sald that a:' une
expocted!: numboer of gs..*
s, Sk, T b
studylog ha n 1g.
riors, although the significance
n{ this obs?rsmon w.gnu ytl!
viear, ’ .
A pilot uwgay conducted in,
v resulted in kidney nnd{
chest-wall tumors in thrce of
. nins rats 'Sot,d ‘akabwu mix:}}
with corn oll, although nons
tho animals given com oll ulom.si'

. the gastroitestinal tract moch
more rlpldy after the wuum}r
530 et pansospen-ouns e
sald that particies
coald e found fn hroast miik
a':i'etcld crosk the placenta Lo
tha folus,

Dr, John Goldsmitly of the Na.
tional Cancer Institutc urged
that "all unnecessary saurces

. vf ashestos bo climinited.” To.
ward this end, the Centor for
Sclence in the Public Interest
awd the Environnienta] Defense
Yund have requosted o byt op «
asbestos (llterx, uned (o procesy

* many beverages and drugy, and;

el of paboslus from
le, used in foods as well s
In cosmetic powder, .
Parend et




