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To: Dr, Xerdert X. Abraas Date: Decemder 19, 1950
through Mr., Fred B, Ingram .

From: Mr, Paul E. Caplan

Subject: Manthly meeting of the Santa Barbara County Hospltal Medical Staff

Ou December 14, 1950, Dr, Narde, new Eealth Officer of Santa Barbara County,
invited me to the dinper meeting of the above organization. HMH=ip sveaker of the
mesting was Dr, Walter Anderson, who spoke oh Preumoconlosls produced by diatomzceous
earth, After his talk he shoved chest x-ray slides of many of the ewmployees of
Johns-Manville,

Important points that he bdrought up were (1) 108 dissbling cases of pneumo-
roniosie have been recorded at Lompoe within the past 20 yeary, with 1A deaths.

Many cases of progressive conglomerato leeions have Been observed with exposures of
1 to 2 years to the dust, Oneé case was observed after a 7 wonth expowure,

(2) The conglomerate lesions which are dlsadling are csused by the processed
powders, which change the amorphous silica to cristodalite (60%) snd tridymite (2%).
The relative toxlcity of these two crystals compared to quarts jie: quarty 5,
tridymite 8, and cristobslite 9.

(3) Intﬁﬁ'«renonn Annoculation of animals by Gardner with the untreated
dintomacesus earth caused fibrosle snd death to the animals,

(4) The typical x-ray pictures of this pneumcconosis are very different from
typical silicosis pictures. There is not the typicsl podulation tot sometimes &
pstudonodulation is observed, Instesd of the arterial eystems being involved, as
in the case of silicosls, poneumoconiosis dus to diatomaceous sarth involves the

venous rvascular system,

(5) Lenza says that the incidence of T.B, at Lompoc is no higher than at
Santa Maria (supposedly & comoarable community) but Anderson thinke that the

residents at Lompoc are¢ mors susceptidle,

I was unable to talk with Dr. Aoderson after the weeting, but on the previous
day, I had made arrangements with Mr. Legge and Mr, Wilsom, of Johns-Manville to do
® aizeadle engineering study there this Fedruary, :
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