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MEMORANDUM TOi M r, W illiam  B* G ran th am

FRO Mi . E JE llsw o rth  •

SU B JE C T;'. ' H azardous S u b stan ces  A ct

DATEi Ju ly  30, 1971

R e fe rr in g  to ou r discussion of y e s te rd a y  re la tiv e  to the above in d ic a te d A c t, 
I w ant to co n firm  the  in fo rm a tio n  th a t Ï have g iven you. and so m e of the  
p ro b lem s invo lved .

T he m a tte r  of a sb e s to s  in  ta lc  is  no t only involved  in  th is  A ct but a lso  in  the 
P u re  Foods and  D rugs A ct. We a r e  re c e iv in g  re q u e s ts  fo r  c e r t if ic a tio n  
th a t our ta lc  ia not. h aza rd o u s  bqt a c c o rd in g  to the  L aw ,as  I have re a d  i t ,

. ta lc  is  co n s id e re d  h aza rd o u s  if  the u s e r  w o rk s in  a d u s ty  en v iro n m en t. We 
a r e  now in v e s tig a tin g  th is  th ing m o re  sp e c if ic a lly . '

I am  enclosing  a few  - 'jp ie s  of som e c o rre sp o n d e n c e  th a t w ill give you so m e ­
thing to th ink  ab o u t,a s  i t  has u s . . .

Of g re a te s t  im p o rta n c e  is  the  re q u e s t fo r  a " th re sh o ld  lim it v a lu e " . The 
U .S . D ep a rtm en t of L ab o r p u b lish es  a " M a te r ia l S afe ty  D ata S heet (a copy 
of w hich X a m  enclo sing ). T h is  w as se n t to  us by our New O rle a n s  a g e n ts , 
M ehaffey and D aig le , Inc . , a t  the  re q u e s t of th e i r  c u s to m e r  S tan d a rd  P a in t 
and V arn ish  of New O rle a n s , a lo n g -tim e  u s e r  of DESERTALC®. We had  a  
s im ila r  re q u e s t f ro m  S in c la ir  P a in ts  of L os A n g eles . A cco rd in g ly , X ask ed  
T om  R e m m e rs  to check  w ith  the A m e ric a n  C onference  of G o v ern m en ta l 
In d u s tr ia l H y g en is ts , w hich a p p a re n tly  i s  th e  la b o ra to ry  t ie d  in  w ith  th e  . 
D ep a rtm en t of L a b o r . The a n sw e r th a t we re c e iv e d  back  f ro m  th e m  i s  quite 
d is tu rb in g  a s  I th ink  you w ill r e a l iz e  a f te r  you look th ro u g h  th is  f i le .

In. the m e a n tim e , we a r e  hay ing  D ick L a m a r  m ak e  fu r th e r  in v e stig a tio n s  . . . 
b eca u se  he has  som e q u estio n s  th a t he  w an ts  to  put. fo rw a rd . I have a ls o  sen t 
an o th e r C e r t if ic a te  fo r  th e  C o sm etic  C o rp o ra tio n  of A m e ric a  to  B ill F iech h ach  
fo r  h is  v e rd ic t  a s  to  the ex ten t of o u r in v o lv em en t, I h a v e n 't  h e a rd  f ro m  h im
yet. F inally, in  today's m ail w e’received a; communication from S trau ch , :
C h em ica l, d is tr ib u to rs  in  C h icago , w hich  tie s  in  w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  you. 
s e c u re d  f ro m  Jo h n so n  Jo hnson . .

I am  a lso  check ing  w ith the D e p a rtm e n t of L a b o r to get m o re  in fo rm atio n . 
We w ill no t s ign  any  C e r tif ic a te s  th a t w ould involve us in  th e  m a t te r  w ithout 
you r a - >‘a l o r  su b je c t to B ill F is c h b a c a 's  a p p ro v a l if  you w ant u s  to  Send
it to  h im , . ' . ■ . ’

T h is  is  a v e ry  se r io u s  m a t te r  and  I a m  try in g  to build  up a  file  on i t .  In the 
m e an tim e , I have a sk e d  everybody  in  the office h e re  to r e f e r  a l l  re q u e s ts  fo r 
in fo rm a tio n  to  m e  so th a t w e can  be c o n s is te n t in  the a n sw e rs  we give our 
tr a d e .  I su sp e c t we w ill be ge tting  m any  m o re  in q u ir ie s  and  I w ill keep  you 
in fo rm ed , When i t  seem s a p p ro p r ia te  to d is c u s s  th is  m a tte r  in  p e rso n , I 
th ink we should a r ra n g e  to  have E a r l ,  Torn, and D ick L a m a r  in c lu d ed  in  a 
g e n e ra l m e e tin g .
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