
Message

From: Forsgren, Lee [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B470FBAA9920CE1B68A7D-FORSGREN, D] 

Sent: 6/20/2017 1:46:32 PM
To: Ben Grumbles -MDE- [ben.grumbles@maryland.gov]
CC: Shapiro, Mike [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2c70af880ba747b5a8b6baa45a040125-MShapiro]
Subject: RE: Welcome Aboard and WOTUS too

Ben,

T h is  d id  f in d  me a t EPA and I am a lso  1 ooki ng forward to  worki ng w ith  you as w e ll.

W il l make c e r ta in  th a t the message you sent on b e h a lf o f  the State o f  Maryland are con s id e re d .

Regards,
Lee

-----Origi nal Message-----
From: Ben Grumbles -MDE- [mai1 t o :ben.grumbles@maryland.gov]
Sen t: Monday, June 19, 2017 9:45 PM 
T o : Fo rsg ren , Lee <Forsgren. LeeOepa.gov>
Subject: Wei come Aboard and WOTUS too

Lee:

I hope th i s emai1 f in d s  you and your new emai1 address a t EPA. Looki ng forward to  worki ng w ith  you !

F Y I . Whi1e the s ta te  o f  Maryland d id  not submit s ta te -sp e c i f i c  comments on the WOTUS ru le  by m idnight 
t o n ig h t , we have worked c lo s e ly  w ith  the Envi ronmental Counci 1 o f  the S tates and the A sso c ia t io n  o f  Clean 
Water Admi ni s t ra to r s  to  shape th e i r comments on b e h a lf o f  a l 1 s ta te s . Those na ti onal comments were 
subm itted today.

Regardi ng Maryland speci f i  c comments, I do hope to  send a 1e t te r  soon whi ch shares some thoughts fo r  EPA 
and the Army Corps

Basi c message: We support proposed Trump Admi ni s t r a t i  on re g u la to ry  reforms a t the fed e ra l 1 evel to  
i ncrease c la r i t y ,  consi s te n cy , and pred i c t a b i1i t y . We welcome the removal o f  d u p li ca t iv e  p e rm itt i ng 
requi rements fo r  wetlands wi th i n s ta te  boundari es caused by con fu s i ng o r o ve rlapp i ng fede ra l 
requi rem ents. Whi 1 e our comprehensi ve s ta te  p ro te c t io n s  fo r  wetlands and waterways in  Maryland should not 
be adve rse ly  a f fe c t e d , we do have some concerns as a "downstream s ta te "
th a t fed e ra l reforms not reduce upstream p ro te c t i ons fo r  i n te rs ta te  waters and w e tland s . For example, 
there  are 83 streams in  the Susquehanna Ri ver Basin th a t cross s ta te  1i nes , w ith  15 streams th a t f lo w  
from Pennsy lvan ia  in to  M ary land. Smal 1 waters and wetlands and groundwater o r i g i na ti ng upstream may 
a f fe c t  our a b i1i t y  to  p ro te c t and re s to re  the Chesapeake Bay, in c lu d in g  water q u a l it y  standards and to ta l 
maxi mum d a i1y load sa feg ua rd s . We a lso  support g re a te r au tho ri z a t i on and empowerment o f  s ta te s  to  assume 
from the Army Corps o f  Engi neers re g u la to ry  permi t t i  ng au tho ri ty  and to  rece i ve t r a i  ni ng and 
im plem entation gu idance .

Best.
Ben
Maryland Department of the Envi ronment 
410-537-4187

C li ck here
< h ttp : //www. d o i t . s t a t e .md. u s/se l ectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?agencycode=MDE&SurveyID=86M2956> to  complete a 
th ree question  customer experience survey.
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