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36 Bladder

Cancer Ca.qes

\Reported

X

chemical plant at Nitro developed blad-

. \ der cancer dunng the 20-year PAB cris-

AN
3;

S

is, the company’s national headquarnt-

ers at St. Louis reported Tuesday,

Communications director Barney
Wander said Monsanto records indicate
only six of the 36 died from it. Bladder

aneer is less deadly than some other
- tumors, he said, because it usually is
detected early.

The number of men who underwent
surg:cal removal of their bladders
. wasn't determined in a search through
" fecords Monda) and Tuesdav Wander

g:-j“ﬂﬂed. )

‘i 3o e e - e

L

"nus week, it was disclosed pubhclv

for the first time that the Nitro piant

has had a health dilemma for two de-
cades. In the 1950s, Monsanto discov-
ered that a synthetic rubber chemical,
para -amino-biphenyl (PAB), was. caus-
ng bladder cancer’in Nitro workers.
PAB production was halted and ail -
exposed men were put ‘under medxcal
_supervision.
Wander said 227 men were placed i in
‘the scTeening Program. Over the years,
72 of them bave died from various

. cauces or dropped out of the program,

4 said. The rest still are receising two
mdxml mmmanons a year.

Veteran Monsamo workers v.ho have
kept track of the crisis believe that

_more than six duaths were atiributzble -

to the cancer. They say some victims
*had bladder surgery and later died —
but death certificates cite other reasons
as the main czuse of death.

Meanwhile, some members of the
- 450-man Nitro work force say they still
develop skin ¢ysts from exposure to
2-4-5-T weegd-killer which was manufac-
tured zt the plant in the 1960s. ‘Monsan-
to no longer makes the defoliant, but
other companies do. David Wooley, 2
Lawyer with Appalachian Research and.
'Defense Fund, said Tuesday that some
sural families kave asked him to take
legal steps to prevent companies from
‘spraying 2-+5T on rights-<9f-way on
their farms because they thmk the
cehemical is dangemus ! r"

B2 Atron Beacon Journal

N e S

L .
Tucsday, October 11, 1977

-A‘tota.! of-36 workers at the Monsa nto

Six C"eat 13

<7 -ﬂ-l I
to 8y ‘"L,J:.\,U::

CHARLESTON, W. Va. () — As
many as six workiers exposed to a
chemical used in making synthetic
rubber in the 1950s may have dicd
from a rare form of cancer, it has
been reporied. '

Another 150 of their colleasues
have undergone twice-yearly tests
since then.

The Charleston Cazetic repoticd
wicy thal Mersanio chemical com-
pauy spokesman Barrney Wamler
suid aboul six emploves heavily
exposed 10 the subsiance at a plant
near here died of bladder tunors,
Use of the subslance, pari-aminio
bephenyl (PAB), was stepped jme-
mediately when the cancer threat
surfaced in 1835, he said.

AGWEVEDL, Wander later denied
that he had specified six deaths. *1
den't know the number of deaths
mysell, 1. have no way to judge
that,” Wander told the Associated
Press.

In Akron, spokesmen for Good-
year, B. F. Geadrich and Firestone
said the companies' records show
that PAB wis not used in the
manulaciwe of symthetic rubber.

The Gazetie yeported that work-
ers 2t the planpt at Nitro. said as
mony as 12 may have died of

laddoy cancer.

The company discovered in 19535
that IPAB was entering the lungs of
workers and passing throush their
blood and uriuc to their hladders,

hﬂ; ?

I' ' R g N ..n'!"° :
h’-- v .

where {t caused cnncvr. aceording
lo” Wander, who is b:u-cd in Su.
Louis.

“We :mmodt.uol\ stapped usln"
PAR" Wander sud. “M onsanto did
all it could 10 make the. ket of a
Jifficull siwmation . ., There are
153 mep at Nitro in the sereening
program, pRetting medics) exams
every six months, We've never at-
tempted ‘o hide it. Al the familics
knew about it.”

MONSANTO could not bo sure of
the number of PAB-related dexths
and illnosses without extensive
checks of comnpany files, Wander
said. He added that PAD had been
used only at the Nitre plint.

1e} Dailey of Bancroft in P
nam County was one warker who
was exposed 0 PAL. He told the
Gaictie: *“They doticred nie six or
seven years Lefore they finally took
my bladcer out in 1851, Lionsanto
paid all my medical costs . ..

“I'm the only one I know who
Yived this loip, bu' vy .Fock and
hips hurt' so had T can’t #p much.™

Others who worked at Monsanto
At the tiime sad AL, dlier the
danger was discevered. mrt of the
building where PAR was ved was
torn down and r\.mu'lelcd

O GTIER . hﬂmr'\]s aead in
the rubb:r mduslr\ hive  been
linked with eancer. Lozt year, the
Beacon Jonrnal reparied avleast 12
deaths fram leehem:s or Livod-re
lated diseanss ameags Gasdyear
workers expased to toueene, 2 toNic
solvent vred in the manutaeiue of
pliafilm, a clear, yublerhaest foad
wrap, A fedosa! snensy b baed
bonzene a Cancer-Sausng Gaent in
August 1976,

Awl viavl chlofide, usod 1n make
everviinn tram rincacts 1 elee-
trical wire. and floor pua., has
b licked wub a rare oo of
liver cancer. Dinet  government
couttols new limal the enusons af
tuth chirnucals.
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