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The Zditor

The wew York Tlmes Magazine
229 Yest 43 Sirzen

New York, Vew vork 1C0Z2s

Dear Sir:

QOIGTIoN

Robert Sherrill's cnzcidad gnd senca izl
"Letestod, the savar ¢f Lives, has a e
containad many errors of IZzct and wn T
following should baolp clzriiy a few lat
omizsicns and disooruions.,

1. ©BDecavze of the long lacent naricd £f ashes
related discase, tn2 Jiscase Soinyg fovnd
is nov an Lndicaticn of prosent condizlieon:s
ig instzad @ result of coritioas existing
decadas o¢d, 2t @ otire whor relither tra ne
projiecsicn, covarnmant achl the Infustry kn
very much about the healc™ effects of 2szks:
and even lass ahgut the proper means Ior t
contzel,

2. The isclzted ircidznts cited as proof of L
indifference and irxesponswﬂl‘*“‘ are not
indicative of the coverall industry rasucns
to this problem. In the past decads alone
asbestes manulagruring industry has sgant
apprcrinately $110 rmillion on Zust control
expects to spa2nd an additioral $55 lijion
the rext few years to achisve comp = ogam
with the £inal Lzakor Departmeit £ ards,

3. MNo mention was made whatever cf the nighly

espected and extansive medical research o
has besn sponscored, co-sponsored oY coopay
in by the industivy threough the years, and
has caontributed .ign‘iican:ly “n ou
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We believe that the above facts demonstirite guite clez

AlA-37

4. While Dr., Selikeff bhas cer<z2inly made a valuzh.l:z
contributicn to ovr knowladce ¢I asbestos-relzzol
disease, it is unicgrtunace that Mr, Sherr-rill
did not discuss the situaticn with any 22 zhe
other top authorities in the field sinze manvy
of them d¢ ncot believe +that many of Zr, Zelikoil!
recent frightening prediccions are justifiied
by the printed medical data

5 The Labor Department decision to delay adepzinn
of the two fiter standard for an additicnal =wo
vears bavond the uwo vear implementacion cericc
recommendad by MNIJESE and the Advisory Comnizels
was approved Ly Dr. !farcus M. ¥ey, Directer cof
NIOSH, pricr <o the publicaticn ¢ the standarcs
Furthermore, Dr. Xey is in tocal disagreerment
with Dr, Selikoff's prediction that nalf of all
those entering the askestos iIndustry wizthin the

next  four vears
in going to two

begtos-health situation

Very t*ulv yours,

Jopeteriss M _Loionie

Matthew M, Swetoniec
Executive Secretary

and distorted manner in whicnh

will die tezause of the delay
L‘.uerao

-
Sherrill presentzd
in his ar-=icle.
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