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Friday, March 22, 1974

OSHA ANNOUNCES EMERGENCY MEASURES Y0 PROTECT WORKERS FROM VINYL CHLORIDE

- The Department of Labor announced todsy it will issue an emergency temporatry health
standard to protect workers exposed to vinyl chloride while it proceeds with mormal
rulemaking procedures for a permanent standard.

Assistant Secretary of Labor John M. Stender, head of the Occupational Safety and

Health Administration (osha}, said the emergeccy standard will reduce pernissible
uéposutc levels of vorkers in industry from 500 parts per million (pp2) in air to a 50 pma
ceﬁlng, and at the same time require workplace monitoring snd, where exposure is

.greater than the 50 level, personal protective measures and equipuht.

The move followed disclosure by officials of the B.F. Goodrich Chemica) - plant -
. 'm Loufsville, Ky., of a possible connection between vinyl chlorids ‘he
e~ dcatlu of four -uployeu of mglosatcm-—l rare form of *° sl

duth subscquently has betn repotud !ta- !.ouhvule.

South Chcrlur.on phnt and Goodynr s Nugata plant. Y

;a..

- me the Louisville fscilicy have been disgaosed to heve an

.~ - UOonder thc llu. the emergency temporary standard serve. V,vemnent
Stcn&er said 'a proposed bemuent’ sundard allo w

‘s§andard. ot based on racommenda-

tions which have been published by the Natiomal l_l_\-Ottmre for Occupatfonal Bafery and

Health (MIOSH). . -
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This prqposed permeut Fetandacd vos1d” eiiﬁ’ﬂﬂ‘%&ﬂﬁdﬂtmimuw&
for vinyl chloride, set work practices to be followed, institute a medical survcillancc -

program for enpluyees, and require specifice pr-:rsonal protective eguipment.

It zlso would prohibit any exposure 1o vinyl chloride, a substance that {5 used
videly in the ganufacture of polyvinyl chloridz (I'VC), 8 type of plastic. (Monitoring

devices currently available can messure exposures as low as oﬁe part per million in air.)

-

. The emergency standard, to be published in the Federal Register soon, can remain in

effect up to six wonths. It will be superseded, hovever, as soon as the permanent

standard proposal is adopted.

S;:éuder said that "theont{.éaflly. th; permanent standazd can be on the books as

eacly o3 June.”

“Meanwhile,” he contxnutd. “the emergency standard will serve to pxotu:t vorkers

-

‘from the grave danger we kaow e:hts.

Following the xeport ftom B.F. Goodr:lcb OSHA held an energency l'nct—f!nding hear-
ing Peb. 15. Later, Stmer and other hi;h OSHA oificials visited S!\erl chenical
plants for on-the-spot m:sti;ltions to determine possible means ot‘ limiting worker
mcposu'rc to vinyl ehloride. \ ‘

" Steuder said u;tcnt:lﬂc evidence presented at the Feb. 15 hearing by Professor

Otuu» Maltoni, an Italian sghntist. led to the emergency celling ’raductton. Haltoni®s | _

' stmiiei'dmutuied that reduction from 500 to 50 ppa provides a considerable degree of

proucnon from the 250 pp- eo-xcentntion observed by Maltoni to be cancet-causiug in

anhuls, uhue thou cxpond only to 50 ppu shoved no appannt 111 erfects. ’ e
‘ Stendet s visits :nd mungs t‘oumaed a L;eu study by a tm of osm\ lndustrlal

- p A
hygtenists nnd chniul cngluurs at 3 nunber of chmiul plants in l.ouutana«to devdop
techntul recu-undntlons. [ e . )

Ot

" Although the mrgcncy sumutd "wilT becowe ei’fzctfve shordf afee¥ ;mblfcation in

e e e

the Federal h;isur, t.hu pemnent standard vul oot bs adopted until the ;-ubhc Jas. e s
been g!ven an omttuntty to comment and, if request.ed. a pubuc hearing is hel.d. ’
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