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You may be interested in the enclosed com=

ments by Hervey Elkins relative to the lithopone R
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crayon mabter on which there has been consider-
able correspondence,
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Exesrpt from letter, July li, 1949
Hervey B. ilkins to Manfred Bowditceh

Az I told you in New Iork, I hava not been sble o find anything
in the iiterature on the toxicity of llithopone. It ceocurred Lo me,
howaver, that it had not been demonstraled that the zine sullide ia
lithopone is decomppsed by the gasiric julce normally present in vhe
human stomach, Accordingly, I obisl ned from Carpenter MHorton Co. a
fres sasple of Lithopone and to 7 grams adied 100 ml. of 1/2% hydro-
chioric acld, According to our physiolopy text boosks, this ropresents
the auproXinets uooer lilsit of aeld norsally present in Lhe gastrls
Juice, -n zhanding for approximately 13 hours and aerating at inter-
vales, enough hydrogen sulfide was recovered bo account for 2.3% of the
zine sullide theoretically preseni. Upon lugreasing the sirength of
the acid, additional hydrogen sulflide was obiained, until Ffinslly using
5.3% acid, or agrroximatsly ten bLimes as sironp as theb presumed to ba
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vrescnt in the sihomach, I obialned in svoul a weck something over 03
“ecompesitiocn of the zinc sulflide.

“This iz only a rough cxperinents howevers and I certainly would
nos use it to predict that iithopone would be non-toxic, ihwevery I
thivk 1% may explain the fact that 1iihosons is acparently not highly
; ' il i caleulatlions, a aingle crayon wolcihe
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third the smount of hydrogen sulfide required to fatally poison an adalt,
Such an ancunt would presumably be rapidly fatol Lo a8 smell childe  HoWe

gver, 1 onty 3% of the ainc sullide were dacompoesed in a period of an
hour or 8su, ohore would nodt be enough hydrogen sulflds producad 1o ine
Jure even a very small child, 1f my assumpbicns es to a fatadd dose are
vorreci,

Whucn as I hale to wo ii, thererors, I om inclined to side with
your physician friends, as opposed to my colleague Dr. Fisher, in their
contention that in all probabiliiy the dyes rather than the lithopone
wore responsible for the case in question.t
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