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- T 7T LEAD PRODOCTION - UTAN MO TRE SOUTENEST ¥ T T

W, C. Page, Vice President and Gensral Manager of Western Opsretione
Urnited States Suslting Refining and Miring Company, Inc,
Salt Lake Cily, Utsh

Osatlemen, it ia always a real pleasurs for ae to attend these lasd meet-
ings, more particularly becsuse of the opportunity they gresent to greet old
friends and acquaizntances and to maks cew mes,

Frank #ardlaw acked me to report to you oo the lead production of the geo-
graphlic arsa he coversd at tha snnual aseting of two years ago, It eabraces the
states of Colorado, Utah,kevads, California, Ariscna snd New hNexico,

I have prepared s tabulation showing the pounds of recoverwdls lsad pro-
duoed in these states for the ysars 1946 through 179 and the estimsted productiom
for the year 190, I shall not burdm you with uunrg the n‘uu. You cam

- — - . e._.a
synedne them b your datsuse, An eveminsslion 32 44, Lo Ver, Tw Loe fand

that lsad production increased rougily ninety million pounds,or over L3S, as be=
tween 19L6 and 19U, New Nexico 19 the only state of the mupmtpmu
leas lead in 1.9 tran in any of the preceding three years, 1950, on the otier
hand, pressnts s scwewhat different picture in that production for that year will
show & substantial drop., S0 far as I Bave been ables Lo ascertain, the luwer proe
duction in 1950 resulted from low netal prices during the early pert of the year
and labor disturbances during the summer and fall months, My company's 1590 prow
duction is off because of 2 strike which stut its Utah mining and smelting ope=
reticns dom for five weess during the sumser, Them, as aany of you know,during
the strike a fire occurred in the company's Lark Section which we did not get
under control until October 3O whan we were able to resume operstions on a limited
scals, Other mines in Utah, that suspendsd operations in 15L9 dus to dow netal
pricea,resuned operations during the summer and [all morthe of 1990, Si=tlar

in Qrant County,Mew Mexioo, & nuaber of nines that had suspended cperstions in
1945 did not resume until May and Jume, 1950, therehy affecting the sverall produo-
tion in that state,

ine Production of Recoversbls Lead

{1n pounds)
16e 197 158 19 195000
Teah 61,422,000 99,396,000 111,900,000 106,114,000 99,527,000
Arions h.’n m.m 57'132 ,000 59:7”,@ 61' 136,@ 52: 160.@
Coloredo 34,072,000 37,392,000 50,286,000 53,706,000 53,580,000
California 19,8u6,000 20,150,000 18,220,000 20,635,000 32,220,000
Nevada 14,350,000 1,322,000 19,554,000 21,252,000 18, 806,000
Neow Neoxico 9, 798,000 .12_,766.@ 15, 306,000 9,304, 000 8,200,000

187,348,000 - 21,168,000 275,064,000 278,178,000 264, k93,000

Jioles o From preprint U.5.5.)M. Minerals Year Book 199, -
* Approximate figuree only,

e Presented at the 23rd Annuxl Meeting,Lesd Industries issociation, Nay 17-18, 1991
New York, N.J., a% the Pansl Discussion of lead Produoers.
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Wrile the resulls of our effert are alwayy gapged by productica figures of
the past, in a discussion a% this ueetin, such figures appear o @8 to be of
value orly tc the extant that they cnn be usad to precdict the results of
future effort. S0 many variables are ccnlronting the lesd miners today thet
the crystal ball is extre-ely cloudy %o say the least and predictions even a3
to the immecints future are Aifficult if rnot {mpossible to make, In two
months froa now many of us in the mining game in the intermowntadn region will
be confror.ted with a deadline date wish respact to unica emtrsct negotliaticns
or wags recpening negotdetims. The two major unicos in tids field, L.e,,
International Union of Kine,Mill and Szelter Workers and the Urited Steelwerimre
of Aserica, have both publicly announced their wage and other bemfit gosls for
this year, Mine-iill i1s damarcing a }Cf per hour wage increass, wharsas Steel
{3 asking for 254 an hour, DBoth unions are demanding adjustaents in wage & f=
forentials and the elizination of geo.rsphic differences in wuge retes., In
sddition, fringe banefits are being requested wtd if converted into oents .
per hour and addsd t© the wage dmands, would very result 1o & oombined
i ieane appivaimaling S OrF MOre per bour, 1If we are seasuring reasonsbly
socurstely the ;resent teaper of the unions with respect to the oocming wage snd
contrect negotiations, it a pears now that negotistions may end in s stalamsts
and may precipitate strikss in some minming Aistricts. Unlike the World War IX

situation the Ad=inistration has not this tise insisted upon a no-etrike pledge. .

It aust be recezbered that these tso unions are today engaged in a conflict for
suprecacy in the non-ferrcus metals indistry, Each union will attempt to
achisve its goal in order to convinoe the workers of its superior strength to
make the best guins for them, 7Ths operator, as usual, is canght in the mi&ils,

A new factor in the production figure presents itself thds year in the fom
of matehing fund aid fopr exploration rojects by D.N.A. That the pet result of

the Qovernment's effort will be cannot now be predicted, mor will it bde measur- .

able for smme ti=g tc come, Thoss of ua who work rather closely to the gruss
roots in the production end of tha business feel that if properly adainistered,
the funds wderths DXA. progrm say be productive of et lesst some good results,
I bave asked stee Of cur men who sre in the field a great deal and who are is
touch with the prospect.r, the lessee and the smll operator, to give ma a fww
figures that =i bt present a bird's eye view of thoes small mines and prospects
that year after year make their cont mbution to the sum total of lead procho=
tion in the intemountain area, It is not intended that the ssversl figuree

1 have represent the caplste picture by any means,but I think thay are an ine
dex which shows that with the intelli ent use of funds for exploration purposes
a fow pow mines might possibly be developed., Our estimates show that in Utah,
Wevada, Vestem Colorsdo md Northern Arisona there are st least 185 likely
prospects and socall mines, Approximately 20X of them are more or less oob=
sistent shippers, Some of them may only ship a truck load a month, Cthers,
on the other hand, ship upwards of five railrozd cars a month, ot necessarily
consistently month after month, but through the years these propsriies do pro=
duos, Ve sstimate that in the aggregsts their aversge productim is in the
neighborhood of a quarter of & millisn pounds of lead per year, Mot of thwes
properties live what might be termed %a hand to mouth existence.® Nany would
not qualify as participants under a sound explorstion prograa and actual ex-

- ploration work will po doubt take others out of the category of ®mines,®* Howe

sver, it is unrealistic to assume that all of these small aines will fail to
measure up and it is entirely probable that xae good ore bodles may be found
&8 & result of the D.M.A, progran that are simply out of reach of the small
operator when he relies upon his owm resources, I, therefore, telieve that
t.holl.).l.l. program will in all prodability locate same new potential producers
of lead ore,
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Y. C, Page -3a

1 have not touched on the question of what s a reascnabls price for lead,
nor on the sibjects of taxss and impore tariffs, These subjects are being
treated by others, In closing I serely wish to make this observation - thst
the wages now generally being paid in the non-ferrcus ipdustry spproximately in=
clude the 10T general adjustoent that is permitted under present ¥age Stabili-
sation regulations, Any further increasss will go beyond this 101 and will re=
quire a "thrwing out® of the present wags {reese or Wage Statilisstion approval,
Sheuld the Wage Stabdlisaion Board see fit to perxit wages to rise substantially
over present ceilings, it must be made to realizs that the lesd mining and smelte
irg industry shculd receive a higher price for its product without which there
can be little or no incressed production of lead, dut rather it may reault in a
noticeabls decrease, You can judge froum this zitustion tiat the western lsad
producer is far from optimistic as to the immediate future, Some of us om even
Bow see the "old wringer® being set in sotioa.
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