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YDA Sets Final Rules ||

|tolerance for food packaging materh) intended
for foods for ofMeF persons was increased to 10

To Curb Use of PCBs
In Food, Rclated Plants

lits Regulations Seei( ‘o Prevent
» Excessive Exposure to Chemical
‘:':‘I'hut May Be Hg;mful to Man

Ty « WALL BTRERT JOURKAL Siaff Repevier -

WABHINGTON — The Food and Drug Ad.
ministration lssued final regulations restric
polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs in f
feod and food-packaging materiais.

‘The Hmitations, originally proposed last

ear, are to prevent of

food with the chemical, which In high concen-
trations has caused iliver damage and other
-harmiul effects in test animals. Government
experts say the risk to humans of long-term,
low-leve) exposure ian't known, but restrictions
are considered neceasary to head off any possi-
ble future hasards.

k. so if llml
tions arsn’t imposed they eoul

arger congentrations, producing more uun-
sive human exp FDA aldes

“Alth It ' imposstdle for the FDA to
remove trom the environment, these

regulations will assure that
from food 18 kept to & mmm.‘ ‘ﬁ
Qardner, acting FDA commissioner, stated.

‘The requirements will ban industrial use of
PCI. in plants that process or ;-;:n food, feed

nn gonarally used as n heat-tranafer mm in
electric

In tm U.s. by llonunlu Co.

“The FDA made some changes trom Its orig..
inal proposal in March 1973 in the umpvrnryl
PCB toleraness, or maximum amounts permit-
ted In various foods, [eeds and packaging ma-
terinls,

‘The follawing tolerances ware nduud be-
cause the higher limits were shown to produee

undesirable residues; to 0. s per million
from 0.3 ppm for {in! .
r anim com| nte. i

The tojerance for PCBs in lafant and junfor
toods was incressed to 0.3 ppm from 0.1 ppm

‘Mllll. tast techniques didn’t prove ssnsitive

enough for detection at the lower levels. The

EE from 3 ppm because test data showed
ere wash't & significant increase in the
amount of migration of the chemical from the
packaging to the food at the higher tolerance.

Tolerances that remaln unchanged frem the)

original proposal in 1872 mummﬂ! on
s fat dasts; manufacture: ll.ry

products on 13t basis;
fat basis; Jixs pprp \3 ne
edible portion of TRE-and shelifish,

A final ochange in the proponl ulov- an ex-
from the
material If the (ood wes uycnud from the
packaging material by a barrisr that h-pl the
chcmlul from entering the food.
‘ ?'lu regulations take effect in 80 daya.
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