
TRANSLATION

M i n i ster i o  de Sani dad C aracas:  November 21, 1939
y  A si sten c i a S o c i al .  130 and 81

D i recc i ón  de Sal u b r i d ad  Pú b l i ca.
No. 5 .740.  I

Ciudadano D r. d ar l o s O t to l i n a 
M uni ci pal  a Reducto No. 64 
C aracas. !

I n  r ep l y  t o  t h e i n q u i r i es co n tai n ed  i n  th e l e t t e r  p r esen ted  by  you 
t o  t h i s  o f f i c e  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  15 o f  th e 
E x ecu t i v e Decreje dated  th e 15th  o f  Septem ber, co n tai n i n g  t h e l a t e s t  
r eg u l a t i o n s f o r  the m edi cal  p r ev i si o n s t h a t  have t o  be tak en  w i th  
th e w ork ers d est i n ed  f o r  th e hand l i ng  o f  g aso l i n e mixed w i th  t e t r a ­
eth y l  l ead , I  hkve th e honor  o f  com m unicati ng t o  you t h a t  t h e op i n i on  
o f  t h i s  O f f i ce i s  th e f o l l ow i ng :

W i th r esp ec t  t o  
a r i s e .

th e se l ec t i o n  o f  t h e group o f  w ork ers, tw o cases may

I f  t h e number of  w ork ers i n  th e m i x i ng o f  t e t r a  eth y l  i s  sm al l , i t  
w ould be m ost conv en i en t  t o  examine a l l  o f  them . T h i s ex am i nat i on  
w ould be done a$ i n d i c ated  i n  th e same a r t i c l e ,  i . e . , ev ery  month 
d u r i n g  th e f i r s t  t h r ee months and af ter w ar d s, ev ery  f o u r  m onths.

I f  th e number oif w ork ers i s  l a r g e ,  th en  you shoul d proceed t o  se l ec t  
a group o f  men vfhich i s  consi dered  su f f i c i e n t  t o  serv e as i n d ex .

R el at i v e t o  blocid ex am i nat i ons m enti oned under  A of  t h e c i t ed  a r t i c l e  
15, same shoul d combine th e count and asp ec t  o f  th e r ed  co rp u sc l es 
f o r  a p recoci ous d i agnosi s, of  anem ia w hich may appear  i n  th ese w ork ­
e r s ,  t h e symptoh i s  o f  th e f i r s t  o rd er  and o f  co n si d erab l e i m por tance. 
T hi s anem ia shouj ld be d i sco v ered  h em ato l o g i cal l y  by  t h e a l t e r a t i o n  
and th e d i m i n i sh i n g  o f  t h e r ed  c o r p u sc l es. The r ed  co rp u sc l es l o se 
t h e i r  e l ast i c i t y ^ ,  become i r r e g u l a r ,  s i c k l y ,  ar e n u c l eu sed  and above 
a l l ,  show pathogen i c g r an u l at i o n s w hich ar e ev i denced by  b l ue pol y chrom .

C oncerni ng i n se r t i o n  b ) as the l ab o r a t o r i es o f  t h i s  M i n i st r y  ar e unab l e 
t o  o f f e r  e f f i c i e n t  an al y si s due t o  l ac k  o f  th e p ro p er  equipm ent r eq u i r ed  
i n  t h i s  c ase, thk  Company w hich you r ep r esen t ,  coul d e l e c t  f rom  th e ex ­
t e r i o r ,  one who i h ey  b el i ev e t o  be th e m ost e f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e w ork  de­
s i r e d ,  t h i s  O f f i ce r eser v i n g  th e r i g h t  t o  m odi f y  t h i s  r u l i n g  as soon 
as i t s  l ab o r a t o r i es acq u i r e th e n ec essar y  equi pm ent.
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