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malignancy associsted with asbestosis. The publizhec cata in this regerd

2re besed largely on mortality statistics aad w_iopsy records of forrer

employees in esbesios incustries. While some of the reports strongly:

suggest thet lung cancer is an occupationz] hzzard of esbestos workers, °

the literature in this respect is by no means unanimous end the date are
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el to 2brossiclessification en-

bee

ble. Cenclusions ezre too freguently zoo!
cerzaseing all asbestos werkers znd zre rot confinee to the group uadaer |

irvestigzticn., Informaticn on such fé{:;:s as sex, comTunity air pollu-

ticn, perecnzl smeking hebits znd family history of cezncer ere 25sent in

¥ .
re

the mzjority of repsrts. Envircamentsl dzta are sczaty. No clear etiexzpt

is mace to cefine exposures to different asbestiform minerals or essoci-

group and co not relgte to 2 specific and single exposure. Despite the

accumulated knoaledge, the following questions remain unanswered:
1. What 1s the prevalence of pneumoconiosis in asbestos workers
ectively employed in the asbestos-produfts industry?
2. ¥hat is the significance of exposure to different sources and

forms of asbestos and to other materials commonly ecployed in

this industry in the develcpment of pneumoconiosis?
3. What 1s the role of non-occupational respirstory disease in the

development of the pneumoconiosis?- ;

4. Are malignencies occupationa! risks of the asbestos worker in the

.
.

ssbestos-products inCustry? If so, what are the important etio-

logical factors?*:
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5. Wrat other diseases, if ary, cay be associaled with exposure to

zsbestos or other materials cosmonly used in the asbesios prec-

€. Yhzt ece safe levels ¢
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thes
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guesiioas,

“is incdusicy tha:i constitute health risks?

the Divisica of Occupeztional

nensive study cofythe esbestos-procusts incustries

the hezith stzius of

specizl az2ttentlion

’

ited Stztes. The obleciives of this stucy are:

the asbestos

to ciseasss of
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the respiratory

vwaich e:vilx:e::al faciors heve an zoverse eifect

;580 the heelth of zsbestos worxers in the asbestos-procucts in-
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riteria ana procedures for

the ceniral o fealth risks icerntified by the studies. -
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szl Plan of Sticy

A. Recesd Studies
Informction o
lem and its magnitude

anc zarbidisty ¢

fr

will

yezrs, those presently excosed, and those who will be leaving the in-

can be obt:s

a the pas: andpresent s.gnificance of

(e

dustry, all cn 8 continuing basis.
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the asbestos prob-
ned through anenzlysis of mortslity
ta relating tozshestos-exposed workers. These studies

inelucde worke:rs who have left the industry during the last 25
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exposures to the various materials in,
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Lzboretery Studies ST < - . . S
Lederztory research is necessary to develop sampling and appraisal
tecrhnigues which will perzit a cdetailed definition of asbestos dust
exxosures. In eddition, anizal stucdies are needed to evaluate any re-
. i T
laticnchip between astestos fiber exoosure end turor foremation. .
' IR
memtom: Soyiranmemte? Cpolt .
Sezian: Zovironzente!l Stucies }
Tne envirormentzl stuedies will te degigned to cefine the working en- '
vircrzent of the various plants. Particular emphasis will be placed
€a levsli enl nature of exposures tozsbistos cust. Exposures to other
zir conteminints -- silice endainerz! dusts, futes, mists, vepors and
r2s2e - which mazy De zssociated with esbestos or its processing 2lso
il bz ocarefully a:s'szci.,t
nezlznt lzdlcz!l Studias
Thzomzlicnl studies will be desigmed to develop specific infarzetion
relztive to the eflfects of zsbestcs cust 2nd othes ecsocisted expo-
sutec en heclth., They will include macdical examinztions of a substens
Ll |
tiz] gortlen of the asbestes-workers inthe zsbestos-products industry
* .
and nrovicde 2 scflicient beokgreund for periodic follow-up medical
surveys., e oeciczl findings will be related to the verious zspects
oI the environtentzl exposures.
-3
c‘ '. ‘
LA .
vl . ,,"'
s
;ﬁ&.. - &
‘ /35



