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MOUNT  SINAI S CHOOL OF MEDI CI NE 
of The City University cf Ntv YorkF I F T H  A V C N U K  A M D  I I I T H  S T t l E T • N E T  T O I X .  N. Y.  ! • » > »

V t purimrut »J Cmmmwnlty M tdicim July S3, 1970

D r. M erit BundyMedical D irec to r , In d u s tr ia l  Medicine United S ta te*  S tee l Corporation 825 William Penn Avenue P ittsb u rg h , Pennsylvanla 15230
Dear Merle:
I 'v e  been curious about th e  Increased lung  cancer m o rta lity  
among your coke oven workmen, as demonstrated by Lloyd. She Question o f benzpyrene h as , In  our opin ion, been Inadequately e s ta b lish e d , e sp ec ia lly  in  view of our f a i lu r e  to  f in d , a t  
l e a s t  so f a r ,  an Increased lung cancer r a te  among our ro o fing  vorkera exposed to  ra th e r  high concentra tions of benzpyrene in  the a i r  about th e i r  work.
I  have a p o ss ib le  a l te rn a te  explanation  which could be looked a t .  In g enera l, coking ovens a re  asso c ia ted  w ith a good deal 
of In su la tio n . In su la tio n  « a sb es to s . Very o ften , too , the men on the  Job e ith e r  do th e i r  own re p a ir s  o r a re  in  the 
v ic in ity  of re p a ir  vork i f  done by o th e r tra d e s . Sometimes the clean-up i s  le s s  than m eticulous, with much asbestos allowed to  remain as w aste.
A hypothesis equally  ten ab le , then, m i g h t t h a t  the increased lung cancer i t  due to  asbestos inhalation^T*Of course, a l l  of th is  depends upon th e  ac tu a l in su la tio n  co n d itio n s , of which I know very l l t t l s .  What a re  the  f a c ts ?
With warm reg ards .

S incerely  yours,

Irv ing  j j s e l l k o f f ,  M.D. 
P rofesso r
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Irving J. Selikoff, M .D ., P r o te c to r  Department of Community Medicine Mount Sinai School of Medicine of The City University of New York Fifth Avenue end 100th Street New York, New York 10029
Deer Irving:

Thanks very much for your calling our attention to a potential explanation of our coke oven problem. My first inclination was to suggest that.there was no appreciable asbestos used. However, X find there is  a fairly amount of asbestos rope that is used as piping around pipe as they emerge from the furnace and that there are asbestos gaskets that are used on some of the lids attached to these pipes. This obviously gives us another avenue to pursue, and X will keep you informed of our efforts to identify the agent responsible.
X am bringing your letter to the attention of our Medical Com­mittee and will a sk  that they lik ew ise  check  in their co m p an ies . X appreciate very much your having brought this to our attention.
With kind personal regards.

Sincerely,

MB/rp
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