Decerber 15, 1926.
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Pr. EliZabeth Bricker, _

Shief of Hyziene arnd Sanitation Pection,

Department of Lsbor and Industry,

Harrisbarg, Fo. '

Re: Comnanles mixling Ethyl Gasoline.

My dear Dr. Bricker:i—

In Cctober I was recuested by the rresident of the Matlonal Petroleum
Harketers' Asscclation o oubtliuns to that ssscciation st its amnual convention
in Atlantic Oity, cur marketing progran. This, I attempted to do and I am
sending you under sepsrate cover, the Getober 27th lssue of the "atlonal Tet-
rolewn Hews" in which it is contained, beginning on page #17. I am sending it
to vou in comnmection with your letier of the 13th vwherein you make inguiry os
to the intsrvretation of gertain ruoleg ss contained in the "Rules and Hogulastions
Soverning the HYandling of Bthyl Fluid", by Ir. dehoe. B

These rules were prepared last June which was urior to tre development
by us of the eductor systes of mixing in large storare tarks st refineries,
which vou will observe in my srilele, wns reached after variouns steps in the
business of mixing the Bthyl fluid with the paseline. Phe rulen were, therefore,

rromuilgated in connection with the then methods of carrying on this —izing
and, I feel sure, were not in contemplation of the =ore lwproved sductor system.

- As indlieated in my address, tlhe system which we ‘ha d developed shortly
after the reswrption of business last summer was, we thousht, an improvement over
the old one. It consisted of wmiming tank car-lots by means of a specially designed
metering puwsnp and although it was, withoot doubt, a step forward, nevertheless,

I feel sure that it invelves possible elements of hazard in its operation whileh do
not now obtain with respect to the sductor srstem. :

Bvery point mixinmg Iin Pennsylvania bas the eductor system and there are
~only seven places in the entire cowntry where the wmetering pump for mixing in
tank car-lots iz now beoing used. These will, however, graduslly bve replaced by
the sductor. ¥e think thsl 1y next Suring there will not be one of those seven
installations in operation and we are not now waliing sny installations other than
the eductor and have not since the first installation which was made at the
ttlantic Refining Company plauvt.

vhenever the only zyhffem which is bYeing used by any oil company is that
of the eductor type {as stated, this should be next Srring) it is more than 1ikely
that there will be certain modifications made in Dr. Kehoe's rulee but, of course,
before any changes are made they will first be submitted for the avproval or
other consideration of the Surpeon Genersl of the Imited States ublic 'ealth

Service.
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Hepnwhile, I beg to assure you that we have not intimated in the
slishtest degree to sny of our customers nor to their employees who are engaged
in nixing that they are not to fully follow sach and every one of these rules.
So far as they ¥now, wa haven't in mind the slightest medification because
we are oxtremely anxlous not to do or say anything whieh will create any laxity
whatsosver on the part of these men. I am very rmch gratified at the intersst
which you and your associates have manifested in comnnsotion with the memner in
which this business is being conducted and the healih of the men s0 ermloyed.
Fe think that your sctivity and intersst will be decidedly beneficial in every
way and we want you t¢ fully appreclste that we are and will be at all times
only teo happy to give you any infsrmatiea we may have which will be helpful
in the work in hand snd that you can expsct and will have our hearty co-operation.

There 1s one matter in comnsction with your letter about which we
should like to ask further consideration on your part anmd that is with respect
to the furnishing of complsete copies of the medical examinations of the mixing men
as made by DIre. Xehoe and his associastes. Dr. Hehoe sdvises in yegard to these
reports that he obtains from this group of men & great deal of infomation
which is confidentisl and wiich he notes on hias records. He would, in fairness
to the men, like to treat this with the same professionsl privacy as he would
be expected to use im the ¢case of yprivate patients. However, he has no objection,
nor have we ~ in fact, to the contrary - to makinw o report to you as to the
particular results of suy exaaainatians wiich have been oy gre being made of men
so exployed in ?’ennsyl?ania. In other words, the Information wh feh will be
supplied you, I feel, will smply ansver any purposes of your Department. They
will i‘ully discloge the résult of the physical sxaminations of the men. ¥Yindly
let mo know i this will ’se s:ztisf«otcrv.

Concerning the qz;estians vhich you aski-
¥o. 1 -~ The uge of rubber gloves. ?lns, of course, was for the purpose of pro-
viding & material imparvim to tetrzethyl leads Cloth gloves in addition to these
were considered desirable t:mly ag a means of allowing a firm grasp of objects
which sre to be handled as wall as to prevent damage to the rubber gloves in
1lifting and rolling heavy drime. Ve should not be inclined to object if the
management at any of our points wished to dispose of the cloth gloves provided the
proper inspectiom of the gloves makes certain that the rubber gloves are always
in good condition. Heedless to say, rublber glcves ‘which are not in good conditioen,
for instance, spongy gloves, etc., may well be worse than no gloves at all. Cur
experience has been that the cleth gloves are. advantageous for the purposes indi-
cated. .

¥ce. 2 - The use of double lcckers. ‘his is provided in' order that the street
clothing belonging to the employees nesd not be hung in the same locker with his
work clothes. The ides, of course, was to make certaln that there would not be
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any coutamination with the clothing which the employes wesrs home. If the
clothing which the employes takes off befors beginning the nmixing job is hung
gutside o the locker so that 1t will not get in contact with the work
clothes which are being worm, it is obvious that this may be as gatisfactory
as if the street clothing were plsced in another locker. In this comnection,
we have abttempted to exndain to the manszement st the mixing points the

hinge which we are trying to accomlish by glven rule and have asked for the
anforcenent of ouwr rules and the carvying out of the purpose for which they
have heen made rather than to have in svery case & letter-perfect ndherence
to thes. Furthermors, the ingpectlons which ave ecarried out both by our
inspactors and by our doctors is for puarpose, among other thines, of checking
up and seeing to it that the rules are being carried out In the spirit

snd for the aceomplishment of the purposes intended.

¥oe 3 ~ Dlean olothing. Tnis statement avnplies egually well to the rule
which has to 40 with the nroviding of ¢lean clothing to be worn on every
secasion in which mixing ls done. The clothing which is provided is vwhite,
the materisl which is being handled is rad so that ©e clothing should show up
any stain due to combtanination with the fluid. I understand that our doctors
have given permission for the wearing of clothing on =—ore than one cecasion
where the work is being done on the sductor system provided o responsidble
inspection of the clothing after 1ts uss glives assurance that there is no con-
tamination with the filuld. ' ¥Fe think that with the development of the improve-
ments L0 our mizing eguipment that this contamination occcurs only infrequently
and we bglieve that the weost efrective meésns of gsetting the full co-operation
from our customers and the men engasged in this work is for we not tb impose any
wmecessary burden which is not justified by the facts in commectim with the work. -

¥o« 4 ~ Thosse Vo have gpecifically instructed, orally as well as in writing,

each and every one of our customers thst the men engaged in mixing should be

provided with work shoes and thai they be changed sfter the work of mixing is

finished. We consider this an iwportant rule for the reason that the shoos

will more 1likely bs contaminated than any other portion of the clothes. ¥e insisg, = .
therefore, that special shoes be provided for this work and that they are changed
afterward and that they bs carefully inspected so that there will be no absorntionm o
of lead into the leather of the shoe and subsequently into trhe foot of the wearer.

I nots that the Atlantic Refining Company has developed a svatem of
instructing their service station employees and that you are developing similar
methods by which other service station employees are to be instructed. I would.
esteen it a favor if you would please let us know vhat this system is so that
ws mpy be fully advised.
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Dr. Bricker : Poge #4.

I am having & list of the concerns which sell Ztbyl Cascline in Pemn—
srlvania made up for youn. It will go forward in a few days. You already
have the nasmes of the concerns which engage in the nizing of the fluid with the
sasoline tut there ig 2 larpe number of Jobbers with whom we have made license
arrsenents for the ssle of grecline after it is mixed with Ethyl flnid in
Temnsylvanis and it is the latter liet which is veling gotion up For youe

: Yery truly vours,

R A W ET T
e (i0

Po S I do not mezn to convey the impression that when the &ductor system

is the only type in operation at any and all points that of necessity Dr.
Kehos will make ary changes in hils rules and regulations vut he might consider
it favorsble to make ceritain wedifications in that event. Towever, the
development of this type of mizing would, we think, certainly not demand ony
more rigid rules than are now issusds
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