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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

! FREDERICK H.ECKER. (huriman o the Bosiog.

LEROY A LINCOLN. Prsictens

*  NEW YORK CITY - _ o
ANTHONY J.LANZA.M.D. .

oHTaswitont Jledirs! Ihroo'm? ‘ DQC emb er 13 , 1937 .

Mr. Manfred Bowditch, Director,
Division of Occupational Hygiene,
23 Joy Street,

Boston, Mass.

Desr Vanfred:

A recent number of the Public Health Reparts had a survey of
an asbestos plant made by Bloomfield and one of his staff. They state that
everytaing considered they taink five million perticles is a pretty fair
thresagld limit for the asbestos industry and I agree with.toem.

I do not know what to say about Mr. Dewey's opinion and I can-
not imagine upon what the opinion is based. (Of course, the asbestos people
in Caneda have advanced that idea for some time as an explanation of why as-
bestos seems to be more clinicslly severe in-Engl-wd than in tais country-bus
I huve alvays bad the feeling thut their argument was motivated by self-intere
ratner than to make a scientific contribution. I aave had the feeling for son
time thzt asbestosis is preity mich of & mare's nest anyway. I do not doubt

Rzt asbestos dust in sufficient quantity will cause a pulmonary fibrosis. I
an not sure that asbestosis alone will produce disebility or death. T tkink
toat 13 ths keported ceses of fatal asbestosis ther have put the cart before
the horSe - tznat is to say, these individuals have died of heart dise=se and
because taey worked in an asbes<os piant and nad some pulmonary fibrosis, thei
deatias were cliarged to asbestosis. In the complicated °4'?.§.i’ death was due t¢

. tuberculesis. Tuberculosis and heart disesse are wme two.leading causes of
death among industrial workers and it is to be expected that the asbestos wark.
would bave their quota. However, tkis is just an opinion of mins.

I an engaged now in running down all o decth claims from as-
bestosis. Some time in Jamuary or February, I want to go up to Boston because
in tais series wiich we have, the only post-mortems were taose done in Boston

"by Dr. Timothy Leary and, incidentally, I may use your good offices to get an
introduction to Dr. Leery as I want to discuss these cases with him.

- L

Best regurds.

-

' S nee> . .,
W. R. Grace & Co. received this ince ly FOUTS, -¥ -
document on quly‘ 27, 1985, from / Duﬁ,
_the plaintiff as a trial exhibit A, J.'Lanzu, ¥.o. ‘
in Greenville County School ' Assistunt Medical Director ‘ -

pist. v. U. S. Gypsum Co.,

et al., C/A No. 82-3142-14

(U.S.D.C. South Carolina). No

copy of this document has been .

found in Grace's own files. -




