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CONFIDENTIAL ■ .

D r . W ill iam  F .  A sh e  . _
D ep ar tm en t  o f P r e v e n t iv e  M ed ic in e  
Th e Oh io Sta te  U n iv e r sit y  
Co lu m b u s 10, Oh io

D e a r  B i l l :

I  h ast e n  to r ep ly  to y ou r  le t t e r  o f N ov em b er  9. I sh ou ld  le t  you  know  
th at  m y  h ast e  com es o f n e c e ssi t y , sin c e  I l e a v e  C in cin n at i on  n ext  
M on day to be in  En glan d  fo r  th e t h r ee  w eek s t h e r e a ft e r .

My co n ce r n , an d  p o ssib ly  t h at  o f o t h e r s a s  w e ll, a s to th e p u r p o se s 
an d  a c t iv i t ie s of D r . You n g, d o e s n ot  a r i se  ou t  o f h is in d u st r ia l  m e d ica l 
p r a c t ic e -: in  N or th  A m e r ic an  A v ia t io n , I n c ., w h ich  m ay  b e , an d , fr o m  
y ou r  r e p o r t , p r o b ab ly  i s ,  good . F a t h e r  I am  con ce r ned  w ith  h is p r o ­
fe ssio n a l  v iew poin t  »which fo r  c e r t a in  r e a so n s is  open  to so m e  q u est ion  
in  m y  m in d ; 'w ith  h is at t it u d e  t ow ar d  m e d ic a l  ed u cat ion  in  ou r  f ie ld , 
w h ich  I am  con v in ced  is a d o le sc e n t , i f n ot  em b r y o n ic , alth ou gh  it  m ay  
m e r e ly  b e - d e sign e d  to p r o m o t e  h im se l f an d  h is- p r esen t 'an d ' fu tu r e - it i-  
h is p r o fe ssio n a l  r e la t io n s w ith  N or th  A m e r ican  an d  o t h e r s; an d  w ith  w h at 
h e i s  l ik e ly  to  in vo lve  Oh io St a t e  U n iv e r si t y  an d  yo u r se l f  in , by w ay of 
con fu sion  o f p u r p o se  an d  ac co m p lish m e n t . .

A s to h is p r o fe ssio n a l  at t it u d e  an d  o t h e r s, I w on der  w h at a r e  th e p u r ­
p o se s an d  p o l ic ie s o f th e in d u st r ia l  m e d ic a l  se r v ice  w h ich  h e p r om o ted  
so m e  t im e  ago  -  an  in co r p o r a t e d  m e d ica l se r v ic e , the n am e o f w h ich  
e v ad e s m y  m e m o r y , w as a d v e r t ise d  in  so m e  jo u r n a l , tr a d e  o r  p r o fe ssio n a l ,
I can ’t  sa y  w h ich . Som eon e se n t  th e sh e e t  to  m e o r  in q u ir ed  abou t  i t , an d  
I th ough t  X cou ld  fin d  i t , bu t  I can n ot , p r o b ab ly  be c au se  m y in fo r m an t  o r  
q u e st io n e r  w an ted  i t  r e t u r n e d . T h is m ay  b e  in  e x iste n c e  y e t  o r  i t  m ay  
h ave  d ied , bu t  m a t t e r s o f both  p u r p o se  an d  co m p e t ence  an d  o f m e d ica l 
a d v e r t isin g  en t e r ed  in to th e sit u a t io n . T h is m ay  h ave b een  th e r e su l t  o f 
you th .an d  e n t h u siasm , bu t l  am  p r o b ab ly  b e in g ch a r it ab le  in  ad van cin g 
t h is p o ssib le  e xp lan at io n .

A s to  h is id e as on  m e d ic a l  ed u cat ion , e x p r e sse d  in  an  in fo r m a l m ee t in g 
in  Ch icago  so m e  t im e  a go , an d  in  h is issu a n c e  o f a  b u lle t in  to m e d ic a l  
c o l le ge s in  1951 an n ou n cin g a  r e sid e n c y  c o u r se  o f tr a in in g jo in t ly  sp o n so r e d  
by  OSU an d  N or th  A m e r ic an  A v ia t io n , I n c . ,  th e l e s s  sa id  th e b e t t e r .
M ak in g e v e r y  p o ssib le  a l lo w an ce  fo r  h is b e in g in a r tic u la t e  in  th e e x p r e s­
sion  of h is id e a s, th e ca lm  p r e su m p t io n  se t  fo r t h  in  t h is b u lle t in  t h at  t h is 
c o u r se  w ou ld  q u a lify  a  m an  fo r  a  d ip lom a fr o m  th e Un iv e r si t y , fo r  th e 
p r a c t ic e  o f in d u st r ia l  m e d ic in e , artd fo r  Boai*d  c er t i f ic a t io n , w as n oth in g
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sh o r t  o f ch ild ish . An d th e m an n e r  of doin g it  on  a  p r o fe ssio n a l  le t t e r h e ad  
fr o m  h is own  o ffice  gav e  on e to w on d er  where th e U niv e r sit y  fi t t ed  in to th e 
p ic t u r e . It  w as in ep t  to  sa y  th e l e a s t ,  c e r t a in ly  not  l e s s  so , in  r e la t io n  to 
so m e  so r t  o f a c c e p t ab le  an d  c a r e fu l ly  d e sign ed  t r a in in g , th an  th at  o ffe r e d  
by th e G e n e r a l M o t o r s C o r p o r a t io n  in  t h e ir  jo in t  r ela t io n sh ip  to th e Sagin aw  
G e n e r a l H o sp it a l. 1 w as v e r y  cau t io u s in  com m en t in g on  th e p r o g r a m .a s 
an n ou n ced , w h ich , fo r  ob v iou s r e a so n s, cam e  up fo r  com m en t  h e r e  an d  fo r
q u e r ie s fr o m  th e Cou n cil on  M ed ica l Ed u cat io n  an d  Ho sp it a ls o f th e AM A, 
say in g th at  in  due c o u r se  th e q u a lit y  of th e se r v ice s in  both  in t r a m u r a l  an d  
e x t r a m u r a l  t r a in in g w ou ld  h ave  to b e look ed  in to . What you  t e l l  m e in d i­
c a t e s th at  th e p lan t  p r o g r a m  m ay  b e  p o t e n t ia l ly  good , bu t  who su p e r v ise s 
th e stu d en t ; an d  is  h e le a r n in g  o r  m e r e ly  doin g a  jo b ? You  know  th e p r o b le m  
h e r e  a s  w e ll a s  I do, b u t  1 s t i l l  fe e l  so m e  co n ce r n fo r  v/hat you  m ay  be h e ld
r e sp o n sib le  fo r  by y o u r  fr ie n d s an d  a sso c ia t ela  t h is f ie ld . Th at  is th e
m ain  r e a so n  fo r  m y  sk ep t ic isxh  a s to anyth ing- t h at d o e s n ot  m e e t  th e ey e . 
M o r e o v e r  n e it h e r  OSU n o r  an y  o th e r  sch oo l can  a ffo rd  to  t ie  i t se l f  up in  
an y  t r a in in g p r o g r a m  w ith  a  sin g le  in d u st r ia l  o r ganisa t io n , p a r t ic u la r ly  
on e in  w h ich  th e p r in c ip a l  in  th e s ch ool is em p loyed .

Now  a s to Bob  P a ge  an d  h is la t e st  e n t h u siasm . Th e Occu p at ion al H ealth  
In st it u t e , i f it  is to b e  ju d ged  b y  i t s p i- on ou acemen ts, i s  en gaged  in  (1) 
su r v e y in g th e q u a lit y  o f in d u st r ia l  m e d ic a l  fa c i l i ti e s  an d  se r v ic e s  an d 
ce r t i fy in g  t h o se  th at  p a ss  m in im u m  st an d a r d s of e x ce l le n ce ; (2) p r ov id in g 
fe l lo w sh ip s fo r  t r a in in g in  o ccu p at io n a l m e d ic in e ; (3) g iv in g ad v ice  an d  
gu id an ce  to in d u st r y  in  m a t t e r s m e d ica l an d  h y gien ic ; an d  (4) sp o n so r in g 
in v e st iga t io n s in  th e f ie ld  of in d u st r ia l  h ealt h . Th e se  r e p r e se n t  a p p r e c ia b le  
e xp an sio n s of th e fu n ct ion s W hich  w e r e  tak en  on , b rie f ly  an d  u n su c c e ssfu l ly , 
fo r  la c k  of fu n ds an d p r e st ig e , b y  th e A m e r ic an  Foun d at ion  o f O ccu p at ion al 
H ealt h , w h ich , a s you  p r o b ab ly  kn ow , w as fou n ded  by th e In d u st r ia l M ed ical 
A sso c ia t io n  to  p r o m o t e  in d u st r ia l  m e d ica l p r a c t ic e  by in sp e c t in g an d  
ce r t i fy in g  in d u st r ia l  m e d ica l se r v i c e s  (tak in g o v e r t h is fu n ct ion  fr o m  th e 
A m e r ic an  C o l le ge  o f Su r ge o n s), an d  to fu r t h e r  m e d ica l  t r a in in g by th e .
p r o v isio n  o f fe l lo w sh ip s. Th e p r e se n t  o r gan iza t io n  w as l i ft e d  by  P a g e  ou t  
o f th e co n t r o l o f I .M . A . , bu t  i s  p r e su m e d  by  h im  to be en t it led  to  th e a id  
an d  en co u r agem en t  o f I .  M . A . th rou gh  i t s  v a r io u s or gan iza t io n a l a r m s.
Th e o r gan isa t io n  h as n o o f f ic ia l  p r o fe ssio n a l  sp o n so r sh ip , an d  se v e r a l  
p r o fe ssio n a l  m e m b e r s o f i t s Bo a r d  o f D i r e c t o r s w e r e ap p o in ted  e x - o ffic io  
a s  f r o n t e sp ie c e s, b u t  h ave  n o k n ow ledge of i t s p lans an d  p o l ic ie s. A s n e ar  
a s  I can  d isc o v e r  fr o m  m ak in g a s  b r o ad  an  in q u ir y  as  c i r c u m st a n c e s p e r ­
m it t e d  (th is m a t t e r  w as d isc u sse d  se r io u sly  an d  w ith  so m e  c o n sid e r ab le  
co n ce r n  in  t h e  l a s t  m ee t in g o f th e Cou n cil on  In d u st r ia l  ^^ealth , sin ce  B i l l  
Sh ep h e r d , C h a ir m an  of th e C ou n cil, i s  a  m e m b e r  (w ith out an y  kn ow ledge 
w h ateve r  o f th e sit u a t io n ) of th e Bo a r d  o f D ir e c t o rs o f th e O KI, h av in g been  
pu t  on  th e Bo a r d  e x - o ff ic io ; a s  p a r t  o f th e p r o fe ssio n a l  fr o n t ).P age  is 
run n in g th e sh ow , t ak in g ad v an t age  o f h is o ffice  a s P r e sid e n t  of I .M .A .  to 
c a r r y  I . M . A . in to i t ,  an d  cou n t in g on  h is own  p r est ig e , a s  M ed ica l D ir e c t o r  
o f Stan d ar d  O il Com p an y  (N. J .  ) to sw in g th e fin a nc ia l  an d  p r o fe ssio n a l  w eigh t
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r e q u ir e d  to  m ak e  it  go . Q u ite a  n u m b er  o f h is a d v e rsa r ie s  a r e  open ly  
c r i t ic a l ,  an d  so m e  of h is fr ie n d s a r e  w on d er in g w h eth er  o r  n ot  h e h as 
d ev e lop ed  d e lu sio n s of g r an d e u r . M ean w h ile  h e , a f t er  in st iga t in g  t h is 
o r gan iz a t io n , w en t  aw ay  to Eu r o p e  an d  t h e  N e ar  E a st fo r  se v e r a l  m on th s, 
an d  h ad  n ot r e t u r n e d  a t  m y  l a s t  acco u n t . Th e in vo lvem en t  of Steve  H alos 
in  th e th in g a s  V ice  P r e sid e n t , is a  so u r c e  o f e it he r  am u se m e n t  o r  o f : 
d eep  con ce r n  to  v a r io u s p e o p le , d epen d en t  upon  w h eth er  th ey  r e g a r d  Stev e  
a s a  c r o o k  o r  m e r e ly  a s  a  c r u d e  an d  n ot  v e r y  b r igh t fe l lo w . No on e is 
p r e p a r e d  t o .d en y  t h at  h e kn ow s h ow  to lo o k  ou t  foi* h im se l f in  fin an c ia l 
m a t t e r s, an d  t h e r e fo r e  h is in vo lvem en t  in  an y  o r ganisa t io n  o f h igh  m o r a l ,  
p r o fe ssio n a l  an d  e sse n t ia l ly  p h ilan t h r o p ic  p u r p o se s, h as c a u se d  som e 
ey eb r ow s to l i f t .  So m e  of th e p eop le  in  in d u st r y  v iew  w ith  co n ce r n  th e 
c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f t h e ir  fa c i l i t i e s  by  th e C o l le ge  o f Su r ge o n s (now w ith d raw n ), 
th en  by th e Fou n d at ion  (now abou t  to  b e  w ith d raw n ), an d  now b y  th e 
In st it u t e . W hat n ex t , th ey  a sk ,  an d  w h at  d o e s i t  m ean ? If t h is fa l l s  on  
i t s fa c e , who t h en ? M o r e o v e r , m an y  o f u s fe e l  th at  an  age n cy  o f t h is 
so r t ,  w h ich  so l ic i t s  m e m b e r sh ip  an d  su p p o r t in g fu n ds fr o m  in d u st r y  a lo n e , 
i s  in  a  p o o r  p o sit io n  to o p e r a t e  c r i t ic a l l y  in  r e lat io n  to th e m e d ica l an d  
h y gien ic  e ffo r t s o f in d u st r y . Who d o es w h at , an d  to w h om , an d  who p ay s 
fo r  i t ?

A s you  can  se e , t h is o r gan isa t io n  l ias n o r e la t io n sh ip  to  an y th in g, an d  
l e a s t  of a l l  to th e In t e r im  Bo a r d  o f O ccu p at ion a l Med ic in e , (w h ich  i s  soon  
to d isso lv e  w hen  O ccu p at ion a l M ed ic in e  t a k e s i t s p lace  w ith  P u b l ic  H ealth , 
an d 'A v ia t ion  M ed ic ii ie , a s  an  a f f i l ia t e  of th e A m e ric an  Bo a r d  o f P r e v e n t iv e  
M ed ic in e ). In  m y  op in ion  th e In st it u t e  will- d ie  o f st a r v a t io n , an d  in  
ev id en ce  of m y  fe e l in g  t h at  i t  sh ou ld  d isa p p e a r  o r  u t t e r ly  ch an ge i t s fo r m ,
I h ave  a d v ise d  Eth y l C o r p o r a t io n  n ot  to  m ak e  an y  con t r ib u t ion  to i t s su p p o r t  
u n t il l a m  sa t is f ie d  a s  to  i t s  p u r p o se s, p o l ic ie s and  st an d in g. I t  w ill e i t h e r  
h ave to  m ak e  i t se l f  u n d e r st o o d  an d  p r o fe ssio n a l ly  re sp o n sib le , o r  i t  i s  fin ish e d  
I do n ot  know  a  m e d ic a l  d i r e c t o r  who a t  t h is po in t  i s  p r e p a r e d  to u r ge  h is 
in d u st r y  to su p p o r t  i t . No doubt  t h e r e  w il l  b e  so m e, b u t  t h ey  can n ot  b e 
en ough  fo r  even  on e o f th e fu n c t ion s u n d e r tak en , and  th ey  w ill n ot  con t in u e 
u n le ss t h e r e  is  a  sou n d  p r o g r a m . Th e c o st  o f th e sur v e y s an d  c e r t i f ic a t io n s 
alon e  am ou n ts to  fo r t y  to  six t y  thousand d o l la r s p er  y e a r ,  acco r d in g  to th e 
r e c o r d s o f th e C o lle ge  o f Su r ge o n s, an d  t h e ir  p r o g ra m  w as r e co gn iz e d , by  
t h e m se lv e s, n ot  to  b e e n t ir e ly  ad e q u at e . A t  t h is t im e  th e I . M .A . i s  u n h appy, 
th e o th e r  p r o fe ssio n a l  g r o u p s a r e  in d iffe r e n t  o r  ant ago n ist ic , an d  in  m y  
op in ion , Bo b  h as e i t h e r  gon e o ff th e d eep  en d  o r  h as d e a lt  h a st i ly , a r r o ga n t ly  
an d i r r e sp o n sib ly  w ith  se r io u s p r o fe ssio n a l  fu n c t ion s.

T h e se , o f c o u r se , a r e  op in ion s on  p eo p le  an d  si t u a tio n s w h ich  a r e  e x p r e sse d  
to you  in  co n fid en ce . I do n ot  a llo w  m y se l f  to in d ulge in  g o ssip  o r  to  d r aw  
co n c lu sio n s fr o m  h e a r sa y  ev id e n ce , bu t  on e h as to be cau t io u s n ot  to be 
d raw n  in to r e la t io n sh ip s t h at  a r e  d i sa s t r o u s .  I a m  p r e p a r e d  to  give  you  an y  
ad v ice  I can , even  w hen  it  i s  b a se d  on  u n ce r t a in t ies an d  im p o n d e r ab le s, 
sin ce  you , a s w e l l  a s  I , a r e  p it  to th e n e c e ssi t y  of t ak in g c e r t a in  ac t io n s, 
w h ich  i f  th ey  a r e  m ist a k e s, a r e  l ik e ly  to  b e i r r e t rie v a b le .

D r . W ill iam  F ,  A sh e  -  (3) -  N ovem b er  11, 1954
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Th is h as d eve lop ed  in to q u it e  a  le t t e r  -  m o r e  in  fac t  th an  I h ad  t im e  fo r  
Bu t  I  do n ot  b e gr u d ge  th e t im e , .

W ith  k in d e st  r e g a r d s an d  b e st  w ish e s, a s  a lw ay s,

. Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

R o b e r t  A . Xeh oe, M . D .
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