e

>

ot sl Ao wi st I8

TR

The Hews Journol, Wilminglon, Del,,

Saturday, Ocl. 26, 1985

State 52y plant failed to report. another emission

By NANCY KESLER
Dover Dureau reporter

Stale enviconmenlat officials say the
Formosa Plaslics Corp, planl near Dela-
ware Cily had anolher of its repealed vinyl
chtoride emissions Ocl. 17, lwodays all-.r a
stmilar release — and the coinpany’s V-
hour dl.-lay tn nolilying the slale of Il —
spucred [etaware Cily's mayor lu eail for
criminal charges against the planl manag-
er,

But plant supervisors [ailed ta report Lhe
Ocl. 17 teak, even Lhougl they are reguoired
to nolily the stale o! every release involv-
ing Lhe carcinogen.

Stale invesligalors have since deter-
mined that no reperl was made because
pMant workers considerad the Incident
iinor. There is no record of Lhe aimannt of
Ihe release, because an air-monitoring sys-
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lem was Improperly connecled. And com-
pany records aboul Lhe incldent are
missing.

The incident is ciled In a [etler that the
slate Departmpent of Naturzl Hesources
and Envirenimenlal Conlrot senl to Ferrno-
sa's plant manager on Iriday, netifying
him that Lhe slale has decided Lo lerminale
the planl's environmmental permils as of
nex! Friday,

The Oc¢l. 17 release Joins a laundry list of
complaints from stale envirenmental nf[!-
cials concerning Lthe Formosa plant, which
is in an indusirial pack just west of Dela.
ware City

A serlesof uncunlrolled reIcascs of vinyl
chloride ever a three-year perlod ted Lo Lhe
state’s isstance of a cease-and-desist order
in June 1584, A suil was filed In Deceinber
1984, citing al least {0 releases as well as

“up to the accord.

olher alleged permit violatlons,

In March of Lhis year, the company
signed a consenl decree, agreeing lo make
majer nprevements In environmental
conlrols, and it paid a $100,000 civil penal-

ly.

In addillon to lhe viny! chiorlde emis-
sons, Formosa has been ciled for what the
state called violations of equipmenl re-
quiremenis and tesling procedures. In gne
Instance, a sectlon of line had been cut and
remuved rendering inoperalive an alr-
nwmlorlm, system.

1lut ihe Ink was barely dry on Lhe March
deeree when an inspeclion the next month
revealted that the plant hadn'l Leen tiving
cgolialions began anew
belween Formwsa and lhe slate lo deter-
mine whal addilional pcnally the company
should pay.

Formosa also has pald a $700 clvil pen-
ally to the federal Occupallonal Salety and
flealth Adminislration for Infraclions of
rules designed lo protecl employecs fromt
vinyl chloride hazards.

Delaware went back Into courl In August

1o ask a Chancery Courl judge lo require

that Farmoesa cither comply wilh rules re-
gacding operalions of its vinyl chiorlde in-
cineralors or close down, The courl issued
a reslraining order, bul Formosa was able
to solve iis incinerator problems before it
had 1o close.

Another state Inspeclion In August found
that Lhe plant =till was not le coinpliance
wilh the consenl decree. In September,
Formasa sent Lhe state twe $1,000 checks
for twe vlolations of Lhe decree. Dut the
slale was seeking al least §$54,000 §n penal-
Lles, so Lhe issue remiains unresclved,

Then came (he Oct, 15 Incldent, involv

“Ing delayed nolilicalion to the slale about .

viayl chlorlde release oulside the plam
‘The release produced no reading on Lh
plani‘'s alr-monilurlag enuipment, becau:
plant employees had incorrectly connecte
the rccordingksyslem

In the waoke of the release, frustrate
Delaware Cily Mayor Elmer L. “Corhy

© Snow 111 formally requesied Lhe stale a:

torney generak to arrest Lhe plant manage
because of Formosa’s repealed emlssion
The slate already was luoking at ihe Oc
15 problem, according lo Wilsen, becam:
il was concerned about the lack of immed
ale notilicatlon.

Subsequenlly, Witson asked Atllorne
Generallharhs M. Oberly 111 1o consits
tiling criminal charges. An investlgati
by Oberly's Justlce Departinent Is conlin
ing.
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