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. Hre | E’red A. ‘{ett
Powhap‘fan }"‘J.m.ng Compan:r
. "Woodlawn - x.

) .>Ie wi.sh to thank you for the cooparauon and courtesias snown ‘one
of the men of our Division on August 19, 1958, during his reinspec~
_tion of your plant.: This reinspection was made as a part of our ‘
prograa for controlling conditions which may adversely affect the
health of workers.

Indugtrial Fiﬁene

'-4~.~‘.' -T

During the - snrvey ‘1t was‘obs-rved that the installation of new- - )
- equipment was. nearing conpletion., The placing in operation of the
‘new:facilities, including the dust control systea, should. go a long '
way towards eliminating possible asbestosis hazards and inmproving
,the: working environment 'in general, .Any recommendations of an in--- -
7 dustrial health natuwe w:l.ll he deferred unt:l.l tha new equipment is .-~
- ‘seén-in operation.' BRI F PR

‘A4S you ‘no doubb reallze, the presont nale. toi...ot zacila.ties are

qnite: inadequate and msanitary.‘ The place is an)de-deep in old”
» newanapers aresmably nsad ‘in’lieun: of* tissue- paper. Swarma< o" >
flies 1'xfest:the— area, no: provis:.on bemg made

It is suggested "‘xat to* let facllltiea in acco*‘dance w:."h modern’ . :
standards of sarnitation be imstalled, One coxmode and one urinal . *
would be adequata for »he present nlavxt populatlcn. A wash stand




with hand-washing materials, such as soap and disposable towels
in appropriate dispensers and a proger receptacle for dispoasal of
used' towels, should bs provided., A copy of the Sanitary Code for
Industrial Establishments, in which nors details may be found.

is enclosnd for your guidance.

z .’".,,

'The purpose of the Diviszon.of Industrial Health is to asalst in-,'

dustrial prlants in.all natters relating to occupatlonal health.

de hope that you will feel free to call upon us at any'timo that{

we pay- bo able,to aorvo you

‘and Air Pollutlon




FILE MEMORANDUM \ September S, 1958
' Powhatfan Mining Co. ) ’

A reinepection wes made of this plant by JAB on 8/18/58. The plant is
located 2bout 50 'yards down a lane which may be considered an. extension

0of St. Lukes Rcad where it meets Windsor MillRgad in Woodlawn. As the cwner,
Mr, Fred Mett, was visiting North Carolina his daunghter was interviewed.

She turned the writer over to the foreman, a Mr. Denni§ Smith, Jor the plant
survey. '

Industrial Eealth

As described in pre ious trip sheets this plant is involved in the production
of asbestos fiber. Asbestos rock, received from North Carolina, Brazil, -
Bolivia, Central Africa and other points, after being wet down %o control
dust, is crushed in a ball mill, dried on a coatffueled fire box, milled in
a rod mill, screened, and bagged for shipping. Asbestos, intended for
filtration, is digested for 24 hours in 20% hydrochloric acid, heated by stean,
in out-door pots, washed, and dried preliminary to final screen¢ng and bag-
ging. . - R
Much effort has been put in to controlling dust at the various operations. I: is
believed, however, that exposure hazards still exist at-the screening and baz-
ging areas. The men working at thése points are supplied with MSA respirators
for toxic dusts bearing Bureau of Mines approval numbers 2101, and 2166 A
supplied with filters numbered 2130, 2147 and 2166. The men were observed
to be wearing their respirators. It was stated that all production employees
are given chest x-rays by the Tuberculosis Survey Unit every six months.

The installation of new equipmént, discussed in previous trip sheets, secems
to be slowly nearing completion. A new drier, rod mill ard dust collector
are already in place. It is hoped that the new facilities will “e ready for
use in a few months. All provisions have been made for the greatest possible
dust control we were assured. Moving the “c1d treatment operatlan to new
facilities, indoors, is -planned.

Sapnitation

Sanitation facilitdes for the men are of the most primitive kird. Situated
in a weather-beaten shack they consist exclusively of a two~hole plank placei
over two pits dug in the ground. The place was ankle-deep in o0ld newspapers
presumably used in lieu of tissue paper. Swarms of flies infest the area,
no provision being made to keep them out. No washing facilities were provided. "
Because of the nauseatirg condition of the premises, one man etated that he
planned his day so that he never had to use them.’

L4 . .
Mr. Bingley states that pit privies are acceptable in this area. However, it
is thought that a recommendation should be made to the effect that modern
toilet and washing facilities be installed. A copy of the proposed Sanitary
Code for Industrial Establishments should be forwarded to the Company.

JAB.
JAB*gsb 9/5/58 ‘ L



