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December 20, 1938

Dre. Jo Hoels
#32 Avenus des Agaleos
Drussels

Dear Doccdrfﬁoelas

- I had the pleasure laab
aummer of vialtlng Brussels and of tallking =l'h
Dr. Staasens of the Govermment Health Department .
concarning the introduetion of leaded gasollne into
Belgiume It bas always beon my purpose to malke sure
that we have a capable modisal advisor Lo supervise
the mixing ozerations within any country, and I waas
voyry much pleased to have Dr. Stassens reaummaud tha t

you be approached on this subject, -

' Since that time I have heard
frun commereial ropresentatives of Ethyl Export Core
noration, who have told me that you have agreed to .
look after thils worke I am vory glaed that you f£find
1t possible to do s06 sinces I feel confident that this
rnoans that this sork ean ve oarrled out in Belgimm aithouc

any serious difficultiesn,

1 am sending to you under separate
cover, a bound volume of the published artlcles from thils
.laboretory which I bvelleve you will £4ind of Interost. It
seems prohable that you hove availed yoursslf of the
information which is in the hands of Dr, Stassens, but in
any case I thiok you will find it useful %to have this.
volume for reoference, Along with %1€ I om sonding a
memor andum for medical consullants which I prepared
with the idea of oalling attention to the gensral
policles of the Nedioal Department of Ebhyl Expurt
Corporation, I belleve there is npthing in these
policies which will confliet inm any way with youp
officlal duties. I send you also a fow more recent
articles wbtdh I think wvill be of intorest to you.

- in addition to the informstion
whioh 1: in the articles; I wish to oall your attention
to one danger whlch vlll not arise for some time in
Belzlum but which is worthy of antioipetion, Under certaln
conditions lead compounds accumulate in tanks which have
been used for mixing and astoring leaded gasoline., In
recosnitivon of this, we have lasued oortaln regulations

for precautions in clseaning such tanks, It 18 important
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that these. regulatiens ba pue fnto affact whensvey

such 'tanks ars to bs cleaned, I shall nob discuss

this subjeot in deteil for we shall sovh be preparing

a complete report of cur study of this problem.
mention ib here meroly to bring 4t to your ahtention.

R C I shonld appreciate 1t 1f
you would urita me from time to Hime and particularly
if any aiffieulbiqa erise. It is poasibls that I can
be of some asistance to you in avolding such 41ffie
oulties, aua I shall be happy to 4o 50,

N ' In the above connaetion,
my attant!on has been called to the fact that a small
chemical manufscturing company by the name of "Compromat"
has beon carrying on work which lndlcates thelyr intontion
of manufacturing an enti.knock compound in Belglum. From
suech infomstion as has come to me, this cumpound contains
a volatile los? compound; and it is presumed that the
patent of Ebhyl Export Corporation would be somethlng of
a deterrent to this enterprise, However this vhase of the
matter does vob Interest me. I em much more concorned
with the fect that the manufecture of thess compounds
1a an extremely hazardous affeir, and I should very -
much hate tc sce a repetition of the 41fficulties which
ocourred in this country. Fherever volatile load 80w
pounds have besn manufactured, even in comparatively
snall smo:nts, without s stringent modical supervision,
trouble has occurred from @ sorlea of cases ©f poisoning
and there have ususlly been deaths, As a consaguence
of this Alfficulty, we undertook yoars ngo a most earsful
study of the hagards of thls work, and we have systematicale
ly, over a poricd of years, glven our best advice and
attention to0 the dovelopment of safety devices. The
result of this has boen that a means of manufacturing
these lead compoundsg with safety has been provided,
It hes been; however, a very coatly enterprise. ¥We have
had to work with the engineers of the manufacturing
in such & way as to get the most useful and effective
arrangements of Tactory, ventilatlion, dust d4isposal
and all suoch similer precautions. I am quite confident
that when these manufacturers in Delglun atteompt Lo
produce these lead compounds #n a largs acale, they will
- repeat the orrors which have been made by their predecese
sorg with the result that you will have ceses of poisonlng,
and you will have a serious hyglenis problem to deal with,
I should like to see thla avoided not only because it 1s
unnscessary to repeat these incidents, but alaso because
1t would be an exceedingly bad thing for the cummercial
intereats of 1Ituyl Export Corporation. The latter reaaon
is not, of course, the most imporiant one from a medleal
poina of viaw, bnt 1& does morit some consiteration.
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If and when ehia 9r0blem
arises in en acube forta, I should be pleased if you
, would let me know about 1t: I em in position to .
Lo ‘ give you e great deal of detailed information es to
i the safoety provisions which are necesssry in such
f : chemteal plants, I should mush prefer to give you all
the knomwledge that I have in this matter, inclunding
! representative drewings and equipment, rather than to
! see seriocug 4ifflcultliss arise in this fleld,

As an exnmmple of what I mean,

this same question arose in Italy aome years ago. I
attempted to forsstall it by advising the paogle ano
were undertaking the menufacturs of totrasthyl lead,
| They feliled Lo take serlously what I told thom becausa
1 they bolleved I uwas merely trying bo make it difflieult
| for them to compebe with Ethyl Export Corporastion by
! thoowing all manner of obatacles in the form of expensive

equipment in thelr ways, Proceding on their oun judgment,
; they manufacturod bLotraethyl lead vut as a consegunence
| there were ssveral deaths, a series of cases of ililness,
§ ' and finally it was found necessary Lo meke use of aafotby
| - provisions, simlilaer %$o those I hed oublined. I am sure
i from my sxpoerience that one can expect a repetltlion of
these game Adifficulties unleas thease plants are bulil
and opersted on the brsls of the experience which has
already been geined iu this fleld,

: I have not writien to Dr.
Stassens on this potnte I shall do so only if you
80 ndvise me, I think, however, you might 4dlscuss tho
mnatter with him and 1f elther you or he are desivous
of obtaining more ifnformabion from me, I should bo glad
to contribute all of the ilnlormabtlorn which I have.

Vory truly yours,

HAY sis - Hobert A. El&hd@, 'h'i;jﬁo
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