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TO INDUSTRY PURCHASING EXECUTIVES

Since the l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  the e l e c t r i c a l  in d u s t r y  has manufactured appa ra tu s  
us in g a s k a r e l s  (which c o n ta i n  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  bLphenyls ,  or PCB's) as  a 
coo lant  a n d ' i n s u l a t i n g  f l u i d ,  acd a p p a r a t u s  u s i n g  mineral  o i l s .  Users have 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  s p e c i f i e d  PCB's f o r  use in i n s t a l l a t i o n s  where a high 
degree o f  f i r e  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  r e q u i r e d .

In l a t e  1970 s t u d i e s  began to I n d i c a t e  tha t  PC8's  had a tendency to p e r s i s t  
and accumulate in the environment.  S i n c e  t h a t  t ime,  Westinghouse has 
at tached  an a d d i t i o n a l  I d e n t i f y i n g  l a b e l  to  each a s k a r e l - f i l l e d  t ransform er  
s o ld .

As a r e s u l t  o f  r e c e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  we have determined that  some o i l - ;  
f i l l e d  t r a n s form e rs  may c on ta in  v a r y i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  PCB's .

There i s  no o p e r a t i n g  problem with t r a n s f o r m e r s  that  may have PCB's mixed 
with mineral  o i l .  The e l e c t r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  remain b a s i c a l l y  unchanged.

Current ly  there  a r e  no n a t i o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s tan dards  fo r  a l lo w a b le  l e v e l s  
o f  PCB's in o i l  f o r  c lo se d  e l e c t r i c a l  s y s t e m s .  A number o f  s t a t e s  have 
r e c e n t ly  enacted l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t i n g ,  l a b e l i n g  an d/or  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  PCB' s .  Because l e g i s l a t i o n  v a r i e s  in d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s ,  i t  
i s  suggested that  c u s t o m e r s " i n s t i t u t e  any s p e c i a l  procedures  which may be 
requ ired for conformance.

In a d d i t i o n ,  when performing r e p a i r ,  r o u t i n e  maintenance or d i s p o s a l ,  o i l -  
f i l l e d  t ra ns form e rs  should be checked fo r  the presence o f  PCB's .  We a l s o  
suggese  that  you check your own t ra n s for m e r  o i l  s t o r a g e  and handl ing systems 
fo r  p o s s i b l e  p r e s e n c e  o f  PCB' s .

In order  to de te rmine the e x t e n t  o f  the pre se nce  o f  PCB's in o i l - f i l l e d  
environments,  the Nat io nal  E l e c t r i c a l  M an ufa cture rs  A s s o c i a t i o n  (NEMA) has 
commissioned a s tudy  by a s p e c i a l  c a s k  f o r c e .  This study could Include 
e l e c t r i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  a s  w e l l  a s  o i l - s t o r a g e  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s *
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