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the com m o n  a s p e c ts  of tu b e rc u lo s is  w e re  se e n  in s tead  of the fe a tu re s  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of s i l ic o tu b e rc u lo s is . I t  i s  su g g ested  that the te rm  
" tu b e rc u lo s i l ic o s is "  be u sed  fo r  su ch  p a t ie n ts .  A ctive tu b e rcu lo sis  
w as  found in  e ig h t p a tien ts  w ith  s tag e  3 s i l ic o s is ,  but m o st of the 
p a t ie n ts  in  th a t s tag e  did not show s ig n s  of tu b e rc u lo s is  o r  o ther in ­
fe c tio n . T he a u th o rs  conclude th a t the t ra n s it io n  fro m  the nodular to 
the m a s s iv e  s ta g e  can take p la c e  w ithou t the su p e rim p o sitio n  of i n ­
fe c tio n . — C ond. f ro m  J . A m . Med. A ssn .

M o r ta li ty  fro m  Lung C a n c e r in  A sb e s to s  W o rk e rs . R . D oll. B rit . J .
Ind7-MecL ITj”""8lT86 (AprTT̂ SSX

In n e c ro p s ie s  of 105 p e r s o n s  who h ad  been  em ployed a t an 
a s b e s to s  w o rk s , lung c a n c e r  w as found in  18 in s ta n c e s . In 15 c a s e s  
a s b e s to s i s  w as a lso  found. T h ese  15 w o rk e rs  w ere  em ployed a t l e a s t  
n in e  y e a r s  b e fo re  1923, w hen d u s t c o n tro l  re g u la tio n s  becam e e ffe c ­
t iv e . An ad d itio n a l 113 m en  who had  b e e n  exposed  to a sb es to s  d ust 
fo r  20 y e a rs  w ere  follow ed up and  th e ir  m o r ta l i ty  w as com pared  w ith  
th a t of the  w hole m a le  popu la tion . T h ir ty -n in e  d ea th s o c c u rre d  in  
the g ro u p  w h e re a s  1 5 .4  w e re  ex p ec ted . T he  e x c e ss  w as en tire ly  due 
to e x c e s s  d ea th s  fro m  lung c a n c e r  (11 a g a in s t  0. 8 expected) and fro m  
o th e r  r e s p i r a to r y  and c a rd io v a s c u la r  d is e a s e s  (22 a g a in s t 7 .6  expected ). 
A ll the c a s e s  of lung c a n c e r  w e re  c o n firm e d  h is to lo g ic a lly  and a ll  w e re  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a s b e s to s is .  F ro m  the d a ta  i t  is  concluded  that lung 
c a n c e r  is  a sp e c ific  h a z a rd  of a s b e s to s  w o rk e rs  and tha t the averag e  
r i s k  am ong  m en  em ployed  fo r 20 y e a rs  o r  m o re  h as b een  of the o rd e r  
of ten  t im e s  th a t ex p e rien ced  by the g e n e ra l  pop u la tio n . The r is k  h as  
b ec o m e  p ro g r e s s iv e ly  le s s  as the d u ra tio n  of em ploym ent under the 
o ld  d u s ty  co n d ition s h as d e c r e a s e d .- -  C ond. fro m  a u th o r 's  su m m ary

P r im a r y  Lung C a n c e r  in  South W ales C o a l W o rk e rs  w ith  P n eu m o co n io sis . 
W. R. L . J a m e s .  B r i t .  J .  Ind. M ed. \ Z,  87-91 (A pr. 1955).

P r im a r y  lung c a n c e r  w as found a t  n e c ro p sy  in  3. 3% of 1» 827 
S ou th  W ales co a l m in e r s  and in  5 .4%  of 1, 531 South W ales n o n -m in e rs .
In  12 c a s e s  w ith  m a s s iv e  p n eu m o co n io sis  the tu m o r w as in  the m a s s , 
o r  touching  it, in  f iv e . In the o th e r  se v en  the tu m o r w as re m o te . Lung 
c a n c e r  in  South  W ales m in e rs  i s  s im i la r  to th a t in  n o n -m in e rs  w ith  r e - '  
s p e c t  to the  a g es  a t  d ea th , the d is tr ib u t io n  of the h is to lo g ic a l v a r ia n ts  
o f the tu m o r , and  the  d is tr ib u tio n  of m e ta s ta s e s .  The sign ifican ce  of 
th e s e  fin d in g s  is  d is c u s s e d . A tten tio n  i s  d raw n  to the d ifficu lty  of 
d ia g n o s in g  lung  c a n c e r  in  the p re s e n c e  of m a s s iv e  p neu m o co n io sis .

— A u th o r 's  su m m ary
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