AZC STATEMENT

ADVISORY COMMITTUL ON ASSESTSS - [INAL REPORT

The Advisory Committee in its report
recognises that the properties found in asbestos have an
important role in fire protection, automotive, construction
snd other industries. The repor: morenve e .nasicef Theo~
the general public is not at risk through the proper use

of asbestos containing products,

We agree with most of the recommendati-... Which will
provide improved protection to wocrkers.

The report emphasises that the Asbestos Regulations 1969
brought about a significant improvement across the whole
range of the asbestos industry, reinforced by considerable
additional work initiated by industry itself. As a -
result, most Of our asbestos using processes ate at of Lelow
the | fibre/ml control limit. But remaining areas 4o
present problems, No tighter control limits exist

anywhere in the world.

The industry will contest actively the following issues:-

1. The special control limit of 0.5 £/ml, because
in our experiencs it is not possible to produce
a consistent control at that level.

2. The pressures placed upon users and specifiers
to seek alternatives, 8s we believe that
premature and hasty decisions on substitution
could leaéd to prob{c-s and consequences as
critical as those associated with asbestos itself,
As the report notes, in .the criteria for the use

. of alternatives it is essential to take account

of health risks, suitability of product
performance and costs associated wizh =he change.

]. The proposed implemgnzation date of | Cecember 1980.
Sufficient time must be allowed %2 assess tae
mplications of the recommendaczions, to allow
industry, where necessary, to adapt 5 2he hew
conditions, and =0 protec: jobs.
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STRICTLY PRIVAIC & CONFIDENTIAL

AlC PR
CHAIRSIAN'S INTROOUC TORY RCHARKS

Cood morning, lasdies and gentlemen. May [ thenk you for coming

ond giving up your u-'.. 1 sporeciots thet you have slcrandy

bean to the HSE Conferency this morning, end thal you sre 2.il3

of the main aspects of the Advisory Comaittos’s Report snd
rocommendations. ! will not dwell at eny length on thase in cetail,
nor vill | go theough our statement which you will find in your Press
kits.

Let me introduce mysslf snd sy collesgueo. [ e Chacles Fenton,
Chairmon of Lhc Ashostus Informetion Contre, previnusly the Asbestos
Inforcation Committes, » body set up 12 yesrs ayu Lo ceprecsent the
asbectos lAdustey in this country end funced by its many mesbers.

I om olso Hanaging Director of the 884 Group.

Un my lefl is Hacry Merdio, s Director of Turtner 4 Novill, o‘Hednr
of the AIC Executive Committse and the C8I nominstcd ropresentstive
on the Advisory Committee. .

“On his left is Wilfred Ponney, Directoc Ceneral of Lhe Centre, who
scty as spokcsasn for Ltha webeclos imiucticy, mwi vho has sors I8 yests
experiencs in jt. )

On my righl is Dr. Aichary Gaze, 8 Diccetor of Cupe lrwustrics,
Crogeamun of the Cxceutive Cummitter of Lhe Asdesias Intcrnational
Atuncist:on and Hempur of the AIC Exceutive Cozaittec.
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Also present in the front row and distinguished by pheir badges

ste Bob Dsy, spokessen for Lha Asbestos Cement Monufacturers
Associstion, and Oaputy Chairmen of [AC Conetcuction Hatsrisls Ltd.,
snd Or. Walter Smither, Medicsl Advisor to the AIC.

Other AIC members are on hend for you to meet sfter thess precueuings
end they sre all clescly Ldentified.

The basic objective of the ACA report obviousl, vaa the protection of
people in the workplace and in the environment, end e welcome the
recommendations thet lesd to that bettar protection. Ve weicome Lhe
sssurence thare is no quantitative evidence of s risk to the genersl
public.

Tuening to the proposed contrel lisit. The report cefers to the
generslly sccepted concept that, for known csrcimogens, there is no
ssfe leve); but thet thecre is a control limit bolow which thers is no
significent incresss In eoctality. Ve sll believe the 1 fibre control
limit will schieve its cbjective.

A ) fibre/n] standsrd is s tight ctandard andd it will demand s grest
des) of effort from incustry to achieve it on s consistent besis.
femember, ve sce MOt talking sbout a target, or what 8ill $impson
once cdoscrided as s "paper illusion”. It is 8 control limit; we
havo to mest it. Ve Delieve sny call to roduce it still further
would require effort out of all propertion to the reduction in rlsk
of contracting ssbegtos-rclated diseoscs. '

It follous we consider the proposed 0.5 fibre control liait for
Acogite is uncocrkable. It is vorth aentivning in this cuntest
thel tic peesent draft of fromewory dircctives within the CEC i9
bacrd on g phased progrita Lo sehicve 3 1 Fidee standsrd by
Jaru.acy 1ORS, ‘




We slso find the time-table for isplemontation to De unceslistic.
Our industry has schicved a great deal during the pcriod the
Adviticy Commitiee has been delibderaling.

We hove spent s great dosl of time, money and resources for planned
isprovesent in cnqmc_oung conttols - in enclosure, exhoust ventilation,
fibre trestsent, dust supocression of products, teqular dust monitoraing,
vith improved ssasucrement and analysis. There have Gesn sxtensive
ecducation programmes on identificstion of risks, precsulions o be
taker, and to molivale menagesent and those exposed, to understand
their responsibilities end the need for control.

Thers ars still some remsining provics sress for shich the tmiow
for improving dust levels naeds to be verified, following which {t
would not be passible ta jmplement the engincecring wark within the
space of twelve months.

I do "ot went to ssy too such about the cost of implementing the
Cossitios’s recommendstions. But we ars in s price-sensitive
aarket. There is cospetition from other countries where they ace
operating under less steangent regulations.

On substitution, the Advisory Coemittce rx;hily cecognises this is
an arca in which one showld procesd with ceution.

Wo sre ssked to veigh the relative sdvontages of asdestos end
got_cnull oubstitutes, taking into asccount cutrent knowle<ye of
potentizl heelth risks, suitadbility - procuction and performsencs of
finished product and costy.

Ue or~ confidont thut, when all these sseccts sre fully esnsidernd,
the uninue propetlis of asbezios will eontimic to provies benefit
Lo trs co=runily. TS amull exnh:Dition uf aredrets ot Ll back
af tov roen shwus Siwe of the more ispart ant uaes, Pratobly
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