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Abex Corporation
PLAINTIFF’S

EXHIBIT
A B -17

R E S E A R C H  C E N T E R
MAHWAH. NEW JERSEY

ch em ic a l  d e pa r t m e n t September 25, 19^9

To; Mr. C. H. B orcherding, J r .  Medical Department -  Chicago

S ubject; Comet 50 Composition Shoe Processing

Confirming our re c e n t te lephone d iscu ssio n  about th e  f ib e r !z in g  o f  th e  
asbestos a t  th e  R ailroad  Avenue p la n t ,  only  a  bare minimum o f  a t t r i t i o n  
i s  req u ired  to  perm it accu ra te  weighing o f  th e  standard  charge. Hood 
v e n ti la t io n  as used in  th e  p re sen t weigh a re a  should be adequate 
provided th e  o p e ra tio n  i s  done in  a vented  a re a .
As f a r  as th e  v e n t i la t io n  a t  th e  m ixers i s  concerned, th e  p re sen t p ra c ­
t i c e  in  th e  p la n t has become somewhat re la x e d . The more re c e n t form ula 
re le a se s  in d ic a tin g  th e  approved p rocessing  s tep s  have fo llow ed a c tu a l 
o pera tion  ra th e r  th an  th e  more la b o r io u s , b u t s a fe r ,  s tep s  o r ig in a l ly  
proposed by R esearch. S p e c if ic a lly , t h i s  r e f e r s  to  th e  use o f  a cover 
on th e  mixer during any b lending s te p .
There, i s  no reason  why vented  p ressu re  l i d s  s im ila r  to  B rakeblok’s 
cannot be used f o r  th e  r a i l r o a d  shoe p rodu ction .
Since i t  i s  g e n e ra lly  e a s ie r  to  acqu ire  th e  asbesto s in  p ressu re  packed 
bags ra th e r  th an  lo o se  f ib e r s ,  th e  form er i s  p re fe ra b le  and no blending 
problem would be expected in  th e  kneader m ixer.

Arvon M. G r i f f i th

AMl/Jr
cc; R. H. Ameson 

J .  V. P o lla rd  
C. C. Blackwell JT , MD 
AMG/File D-380
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